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THE    CLADDAGH    (oALWAY)    FISHING   FLEET    BLESSED   BY   THE   PRIEST   BEFORE   PUTTING   TO   SEA. 


"The  aiipcanuiee  of  tlie  village  of  Cladclagh'is  dirty,  but 
the  houses  are  clean  eiiougli  inside ;  and  be  it  known  that 
before  the  famine  their  houses  were  models  of  cleanliness  ; 
and  we  must  recollect  that  those  luanure  heaps  which  fre- 
quently offend  the  eye  in  Irish  villages  have  no  offensive 
odor,  on  account  of  the  deodorizing  power  of  the  peat  which 
forms  a  large  portion  of  the  compost.  The  men  and 
■women  have  generally  clean  linen,  although  often  covered 


with  rags.  It  is  a  general  fact  worthy  of  note  that  in 
Ireland  a  dirty  outside  generally  covers  a  clean  heart." 
—  The   Uls/er_Juuriial  of  Archccology. 


A  LITTLE  old  Gazetteer  published  in  Dublin,  1789,  says  of 
Galway:  "The  salmon  and  herring  fisheries  are  carried 
on  here  with  great  spirit,  and  employ  several  hundred 
boats."    But  that  was  under  an  Irish  Parliament. 
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HKOSS    ABBEY.    ON-   THE    RIVER   SUIR.    OOrXTV   TIPPERART,    (bETORE    ENGLISH    INVASION') 


RELAND, 


The  Record:  IiivaBioii— Slaugliter— Coiitisiation— Exteriiii- 
natioii— The  Slave  Ship— Viiest  Hiiiitiii^  aii<l  Penal  Code 
Against  Conscienee— Forbidding  llie  Selioolniaster  and 
renalties  on  the  Alphabet  — Killiii!;  IMannfaOtnves — 
Slanghter  or  Commerce  —  Seduction  of  Innocence  — 
nribery— Political  Corruption  and  Swindle  of  a  Legis- 
lature—Defamation of  Cliaracter  even  Geographical 
— Starvation — l>#'gradation — Depopiilati<»n  and  Slave rj- — 
All  Legalized  !>>  Statute  to  Break  «  hiih  was  "  a  Crime  !  " 


We  have  nothing  to  do  with  politics  as  poimlavly  under- 
stood, but  liave  much  to  do  with  race  liatred  and  oppression 
and  every  ph  iso  of  slavery,  whether  black  or  white,  red  or 
brown.  Tliis  our  readers  know.  For  eleven  years  we  have 
advocated  the  rights  and  exposed  the  wrongs  of  the  African 
and  the  Indian,  no  matter  where  the  gospel  of  hate  or 
oppression  was  preached  or  practiced,  giving  much  space  to 
such  remote  places  as  Brazil,  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  the 
Dark  Continent,  as  well  as  to  Texas  and  Dakota  ;  and  would 
to  God  that  our  humble  advocacy  at  any  date  during  those 
years  were  one-half  as  opportune  and  practical  as  it  is  to-day 
when  the  very  air  is  full  of  our  present  subject  and  the 
reading  world  is  awaiting  with  bated  breath  the  legislative 
battle  now  pending  in  the  British  Commons.     In  all  proba- 


bility the  first  tug  of  war  will  have  gone  into  history  before 
these  lines  see  the  light.  Thus  the  subject  is  forced  upon  us 
here  and  now.  Our  readers  call  for  it.  not  only  those  of 
Irish  birth  and  extraction  who  are  simply  absorbed  by  it 
(and  these  are  our  main  support),  but  others  as  well  who 
want  to  be  posted,  on  the  merits  of  this  burning  question. 
Not  a  blow  struck  at  white  slavery  that  is  not  one  leveled  as 
well  at  the  black  bull's-eye  of  the  other;  no  mist.aking, 
then,  how  the  colored  people  will  enjoy  this  indictment. 
When  Chauncey  M.  Depew  (who  went  out  of  his  way  at  the 
Chicago  celebration  last  October  to  insult  the  Catholic 
Church)  could  have  lately  assured  Mr.  Gladstone,  while  his 
guest  at  Hawarden,  that  out  of  sixty-four  millions  of  people, 
barely  a  tenth  part  of  one  million  in  these  States  could  be 
found  opposed  to  the  Irish  demand  for  legislative  freedom, 
we  know  well  how  this  paper  will  be  received  by  the 
Catholic  portion  of  those  sixty-four  millions,  bishops,  priests 
and  monastic  saints,  as  well  as  the  faithful  laity.  We  can't 
assist  this  sacred  cause  by  .$30,000,  like  Major  John  Byrne 
of  New  York,  but  as  -'every  little  helps,"  this  is  ours. 

We  are  not  dealing  witli  any  abstract  legislative  question 
of  Home  Rule,  for  that  is  politics,  but  with  the  cause  and 
root  of  periodic  famine,  the  slavery  of  coercion  acts  by  the 
score  in  this  one  century,  the  half-starved  condition  of  the 
laVioring  classes  from  year  to  year,  the  legislative  and  ild- 
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miuistrative  mam.i,/cme,U  which  has  got  rid  of  the  Catholic 
iwpulation  by  nearly  one-half  since  1841  and  will  not  allow 
it  to  grow,  while  Orangemen  multiply,  grow  fat  and  kick. 
The  glaring  outrage  on  common  sense  of  five  Britishers  to 
one  Irishman  in  the  London  Commons  voting  on  purely  and 
exdusivdxj  Irish  hills  to  whose  merits,  because  local,  many 
of  these  .^««  to  one  (English,  Scotch  and  Welsh)  are  uttor 
ahens  and  many  avowed  enemies/— this  fundamental  and 
notorious  wrong,  this  great  international  scandal  and  nine- 
teenth-century anachronism,  has  had  full  swing  for  ninety- 
two  years  ivilh  the  result  just  staled,  a  result  easily  foreseen 
and  repeatedly  foretold  from  the  first  broachment  of  the 
swindle  one  hundred  years  ago. 

Nor  is  this  all,  for  there  is  the  Executive  !  a  truly  terrible 
root  of  wrong  in  itself,  when  the  discretionary  powers  of 
Dublin  Castle,  an  anti-Irish  Judiciary,  packed  juries  and  a 
standing  army  are  considered.  Witness  the  Rebellion  of 
1798,  in  no  sense  a  Parliamentary  result,  but  a  well  proven 
Executive  concoction  (admitted  by  Mr.  Gladstone  himself) 
for  the  Irish  Parliament  was  completely  independent  of  the 
English  legislature  at  that  time,  and  had  won  the  respect  of 
Catholics  by  the  Act  of  1793.  By  that  concoction  Ireland 
lost  her  independent  legislature  of  which  Mr.  Gladstone's 
bill  is  but  a  mere  installment! 

How  true  then  the  argument  here  attempted  when  now 
at  last  honest  Englishmen  by  the  million,  if  not  by  a  clear 
majority  of  the  population,  (including  evenj  member  of  the 
present  government)  acknowledge  it,  are  converts  to  it, 
lead  the  van  in  proclaiming  if,  and  are  committed  to  itl 
statutory  enactmetitf 

Was  there  ever  within  the  memory  of  living  men  such  a 
moral  victory  as  this  ?  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  sig- 
nal in  modern  history.  With  its  bare  announcement  Je 
might  be  well  content  and  close  this  article,  but  we  don't 
think  that  would  satisfy  onr  readers  any  more  than  ourselves. 
Our  readers  may  want  to  jndge  for  themselves  from  a  full 
statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  we  want  to  give  our 
own  widow's  mite  to  so  sacred  a  cause. 

DIGCiING  FOR  THE  ROOTS. 

Can  any  rational  being  take  exception  to  the  following 
position,  as  being  untrue  or  unfair— that  the  social  phenomt 
enon  we  are  about  to  investigate  must  be  attributed  to 
Almighty  God,  as  the  Author  of  nature,  or  to  man,  or  to 
both  ;  in  other  words: 

1.  Either  the  geographical  limits  of  the  island  are  too  cir- 
cumscribed for  the  population  ; 


3.  Or  the  soil  is  ciu'sed  with  sterility  ; 

3.  Or  the  climate  is  invested  with  a  veto  over  the  gifts  of 
the  soil  and  the  energies  of  the  people  ; 

4.  Or  the  people  are  too  lazy  to  work  ; 

5.  Or  a  sufficiency  of  work  upon  their  own  soil  is  not 
within  their  reach  ; 

6.  Or  the  remuneration  of  lab,)r  in  that  land  is  miserably 
inaderpiate  ; 

7.  Or  the  inhabitants  are  improvident ; 

8.  Or  they  are  robbed  of  the  fruits  of  industry  and  econ- 
omy by  bad  government,  legislative  and  executive. 

Inevitably,  the  solution  we  seek  is  to  be   found   in   the 
alternatives  just  put,  taken  individually  or  collectively. 


God's  House  Must  Fit  His  Family. 

FIRST     ALTERNATIVE-IS      IRELAND     TOO     .SMALL     FOR      THE 
POPULATION  ? 


According  to  two  independent  ofl^cial  surveys  of  Ireland, 
its  superficial  extent  has  been  differently  stated  at  31,874 
and   33,512  square   miles,   or  about  21,000,000  of  acres. 
Many  a  kingdom  of  Europe  before  the  late  changes  on   its 
map  not  so  lai-ge.     Ireland  is  more  extensive  than  Bavaria. 
once  and  a  half  as  large  as  the  kingdom  of  Denmark  or 
the  kingdom  of  Greece,  more  than  double  the  size  of  the 
Swiss  Republic,  two  and  a  half  times  the  area  of  Holland 
or  Hanover,  nearly  three  times  the  superficies  of  Belgium, 
and  more  than  four  times  that  of  Wurtemberg  or  Saxony- 
all  kingdoms.   In  short,  there  were,  till  lately,  sixteen  sov- 
ereign states  in  Europe  (not  counting  the  smaller  republics 
and  principalities)  not  one  of  which  is  equal  to    Ireland, 
either  in  superficial  or  agricultural  extent.     On  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  neither  Vermont  nor  Maryland  is  a  third  of 
its  size ;   and   if   Rhode    Island,    Delaware,    Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  New  Jersey  and  New  Hampshire  were   ail 
put  together,  they  would  make  a  territory  little  larger ! 
Take  these  six  sovereign  States  and  reduce  their  peoples,  by 
any  means  natural  or  political,  to  the  starving  condition  of 
Ireland,  and  see  how  the  world  would   lie  shocked  !     In 
1840  the  aggregate  population  of  these   six  States   barely 
amounted  to  2,000,000.     At  the  same  date  the  British  Poor- 
Law  Commissioners  reported  2,.385,000  people  as  depending, 
for  thirty  weeks  in  the  year,  on  charity  in  Ireland  ! ! 

Will  it  be  said  that  the  pojiulation  was  supernumerary  by 
that  precise  number  ?  Very  well,  they  have  been  got  rid  of 
with  a  vengeance :   popnl.ation   of  Ireland   per  census   of 
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illustration,  is  only 
one   of   the   many 
wonders  of  tlie 
Giant's  Causeway, 
North    Coast  of 
Antrim.     Basaltic 
pillars   are  found 
in  several  countries 
but  nowhere   else  /^. 
on  so  great  a  scale, 
being  here  innum- 
erable— 40,000  are 
visible,    mostly 
pentagonal     and 
sexagonal,  as  regu- 
lar as  if  cut  with  a  chisel.  Some 
have  only   three    si.dcs,   others 
even   nine.     The    best   shaped 
are  articulaled,  consisting   of 
parts,  like  finger  joints,  fitting 
with  ball  and  socket! 


A   WORD   ON  THE  MERITS. 


1841—8,1:5,124;  its  luUil  by  llml  of  1881— 5,174,8;:C,  ii  re- 
duction ill  the  forty  years  of  tJiree  millions!     The  latest 
census  was  that  of  1891  reporting  anolher  reduction  down 
to    precisely   4,408,248!     Wliat    became   of    them?     Ex- 
actly this — so  many  died  of  starvation  between  the  antumn 
of  1845  and   the  winter  of  1848  that  the   flight  from   the 
country  came  to  be  known  as  the  Exodus,  while  tlie  former 
has  ever  since  been  called  the  Great  Famine  to  distiuguish 
it  from  tlie  periodic  little  ones.     The  failure  of  the  potato 
crop  at  the  former  date  oonld  never  have  produced  these 
results  if  the  other  crops  aiid  meats  had  not  been  swept  to 
England  to  pay  the  Government  and  its  landlords.     By  the 
hundred  thousand  sheep,  hogs  and  cattle  are  exported  to 
England  every  year — think  of  two  millions  nearly  of  these 
three  alone  in  a  single  year,  1880  !     Nor  would  the  failure 
of  one  article  of  produce,  even  though  of  prime  importance, 
result  so  fatally  if  the  prosperous  manufactures  of  former 
times  had  not  been  discouraged  and  some  actually  broken 
down  by  direcl  legislation  in  the  interests  of  English  ex- 
ports of  the  same  class.     This  serious  charge  cannot  be  de- 
nied, for  there  is  the  statiite  book  in  black  aiid  wliite  to-day, 
and  further  on,  in  its  proper  place,  we  shall  hold  it  up  to 
the  light.     We  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  pi-esent  issue — 
the  relation  of   population   to  territory.     All   the  literary 
hacks  of  the  Government  ,and  the  Government  itself  did 
their  utmost  to  account  for  the  poverty  of  Ireland  by  the 
density  of  its  population.     If  God  created  fewer  babies  all 
would  be  riglit.     The  fault  was  not  to  be  laid  at  the  door 
of   the  Government,  but  at  the  gate  of   heaven.     If  Irish 
women  were  less  virtuous  there  would  be  less  poverty.    Re- 
duce the  population  and  you  have  the  remedy.     Well,  the 
population  has  been  reduced,  but  where  is  the  remedy? 
Fifty  years  ago  J.  R.  McCullough  wrote:    "There  can  be 
no  question  that   this  wonderful  density  of  population  in 
Ireland  is  the  immp.diiife  cause  of  the  abject  poverty  anil 
depressed   condition   of    the   great  bulk  of    the   people." 
Notice  the  saving  adjective  '■'immediate."     As  well  may 
the  abettors  of  lynching  here  say  the  immediate  cause  of 
the  murder  was  the  rojK.     To  give  such  a  "cause"  for  a 
grave  condition  of  things  is  the  merest  pretext  and  little 
short  of  a  palpable  calumny  against  God.     Whatever  na- 
ture is  capable  of  producing  nature  is  capable  of  sustain- 
ing; as  Mr.  Caulfield  Heron,  LL.D.,  says  in  a  pamphlet 
just  issued,    "  Poimlation  is   evert/where  proportioned  to 
the  means  of  subsistence ;"  and  at  this  hour  more  than  one 
Kuropoan,  not  to  say  Asiatic  state,  has  a  larger  population. 


in  priiportion  to  territory,  than  Ireland  has  ever  had.  Cow- 
per,  advocating  the  cause  oC  the  Ijrute  creation,  insists,  that 
not  even  the  "  creeping  vermin,  loathsome  to  the  sight," 
should  be  tread  upon  where  God  placed  them, 

"Who  having  formed,  designed  them  an  abode." 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  very  thing  proposed  took  place ; 
the  density  of  '41  was  pretty  well  thinned  out  in  '61,  vearly 
two  and  a  half  millions  got  rid  of  even  then  in  one  way  or 
another,  and  since  the  latter  date  anolher  million,  as  per 
the  last  census  of  '91,  with  this  result  at  both  dates — appeals 
to  America  to  save  whole  districts  from  starvation  still ! 
The  very  same  last  year  ('93)  made  memorable  by  Balfour's 
ostentatious  tour  through  the  famine-stricken  counties. 

True,  Ireland  was  more  densely  peopled  forty-five  or  fifty 
years  ago  than  some  kingdoms  on  the  continent,  including 
France,  Austria  and  some  German _States,  but  when  had  it 
the  density  of  Belgium,  Saxony  or  the  Netherlands  ?  As 
respects  England,  here  arc  some  interesting  figures:  Popula- 
tion of  England  and  Wales,  as  per  actual  count  commencing 
with  the/)-s/  census  taken,  1821—13,172,004;  1831—14,- 
051,986;  1841-10,035,198.  At  the  same  dates  the  same 
census  reports  gave  Ireland  these  credits  respectively:  0,801,- 
827;  7,767.401  and  8.17.5,124.  Thus  the  combined  popula- 
tions of  England  and  Wales  fell  short  every  time  of 
doubling  that  of  Ireland,  whicli  at  the  Legislative  Union  (so 
to  call  the  swindle  of  1801)  was  about  one-half  of  all  the 
people  then  credited  to  England,  Scotland  and  Wales  united, 
for  on  the  best  authorities  here  are  the  figures :  All  Great 
Britain,  10,689,933  ;  Ireland,  5,216,329.  But  how  is  it  now  ? 
Six  to  one.'  So,  after  all,  the  Great  Famine  was  very  useful, 
as  any  one  could  have  seen  in  advance,  and  why  interfere 
with  the  little  ones  turning  up  every  two  or  three  years 
when  so  much  good  resulted  from  non-prevention  of  the  big 
one!  Think  of  it,  a  smaller  population  in  1893  than  in 
1801  by  sei'eii  hundred  and  forty-eight  thousand.' 


"What  About    "Waste  Land? 


SECO^JD   ALTERNATIVE — CnARACTEI!    OF    THE  LAXD. 


But  it  may  be  justly  remarked  :  Sir,  you  seem  to  forget 
that  territorial  extent  does  not  cover  your  assumption,  un- 
less your  spade  or  your  ploughshare  can  tui-n  np  more  or 
less  of  soil  upon  every  foot  of  it.  Very  well ;  and  having 
treated  of  the  quantity  we  now  examine  the  quality  of  that 
territorial  superficies.  The  Ordnance  survey  of  Ireland  de- 
termined 2,833,000  acres  of   bog,  030.825  acres  of  fresh 
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water  (one  lake  nearly  100,000,  the  largest  in  Western 
Europe),  374,483  of  plantation,  43,925  under  towns,  and 
53,800  of  mountain  heights,  computed  from  a  base  line  of 
2,000  feet  above  low  water.  It  is  quite  common  in  Ireland 
to  cultivate  the  gently-rounded  hills,  and  appropriate  to 
pasture  the  more  rugged  mountain  bases  to  a  height  of  one 
thousand  feet  above  tha  level  of  the  sea,  or  seven  hundred 
above  the  great,  central,  Limestone  Plain.  Making  every 
acre  of  deduction  from  the  arable  area  on  account  of  bog 
and  mountain  and  strand  and  forest  and  lake  and  river  and 
town  and  highway  and  rocky  upland  and  untillable  low- 
land, there  was  still  left  for  the  husbandman  in  1880  the 
precise  agricultural  surface  of  15,355,598  acres.  Here  are 
two  and  a  half  Belgiums!  These  fifteen  millions  include 
a  large  percentage  of  reclaimed  bog,  forest,  mountain 
land,  etc.,  reported  as  "waste"  in  the  Ordnance  survey  and 
the  census  of  1841,  and  the  work  of  reclamation  is  still  going 
on.  We  select  Belgium  because  it  supports  the  densest 
population  of  any  country  in  Europe,  and  we  are  supposing 
that  its  every  acre  is  arable  which  is  not  so,  very  far  from 
it.  Within  our  own  experience  one-fifth  of  the  kingdom 
was  a  forest,  and  even  then  it  stood  at  the  head  of  Europe  in 
point  of  population  to  the  square  mile.  Now  if  Belgium 
can  supjjort  six  millions  without  handing  round  the  hat, 
surely  an  arable  land  more  than  twice  as  large,  7wt  inchid- 
ing  one  square  mile  of  moniUain,  moore  or  meer,  in  nearly 
the  same  latitude,  ought  to  support  in  comfort  twelve  or 
fourteen  millions.  The  best  writers,  experts  of  authority, 
say  twenty  millions ;  and  one,  a  Mr.  Owen,  who  traveled 
through  Ireland  in  1833,  says  fifty !     Here  are  his  words : 

I  saw  a  soil  fertile  beyond  the  ])revious  conception  I  had 
formed  of  it ;  a  climate  well  suited  to  the  soil  ;  rivers,  har- 
bors and  coasts  i>resenting  great  natural  advantages — a 
country,  in  fact,  possessing  resources  which,  whenever  she 
shall  be  called  into  action,  will  be  more  than  sufBcieut  to 
support  ni  high  comioxi  ujjwards  of  fifty  viilliuns  of  in- 
habitanfa,  while  at  present  the  island  has  only  seven"  mil- 
lions, who,  if  their  indnslrt/  were  properly  directed,  could 
with  ease  and  pleasure  to  themselves  create  abundance  of 
all  the  necessaries,  comforts  and  beneficial  luxuries  of  life 
for  a  population  of  at  least  four  times  their  nmnber. 

If  this  be  the  celebrated  Dale  Owen,  our  quondam  min- 
ister to  Spain,  we  never  thought  he  could  make  such  a  tool 
of  himself.  He  seems  to  think  that  God  made  Ireland  for 
the  Irish,  to  increase  and  multiply  and  have  enough  to  eat 
— such  nonsense !  ,  Who  would  then  leave  a  happy  home  to 
'•lake  the  shilling"  and  a  red  coat  (instead  of  a  green 
one)  and  go  off  in  thousands  to  be  shot — go  off  in  other 
thousands  every  year  to  save  harvests  and   pocket   insults 


beyond  the  sea  (crossed  twice  in  four  mouths!) — go  off  in 
more  thousands  to  man  a  merchant  service,  which  so  kindly 
relieved  them  of  their  crops  and  flocks  from  beginning  to 
end  of  the  Great  Famine ! — go  off  in  still  more  thousands 
to  man  a  navy  which,  up  to  the  repeal  of  the  Corn  Laws,' 
acted  sentry  at  all  their  harliors  as  that  dread  calamity 
progressed  and  humanity  screamed  " Open  the  ports!" 
Oh,  that  Famine  of  '45,  '46  and  '47  was  such  a  god-send  ! 
See  hoiv  poverty  iit  Ireland  becomes  capital  in  England, 
keeping  up  her  army,  saving  Iicr  harvest,  running  her 
ships  and  manning  her  navy ! 

T«E    MOUNTAINS. 

The  so-called  "waste  land"  of  Ireland  consists  in  the 
main  of  mountains  and  bogs,  if  the  highest  hills  there  can 
properly  be  called  "mountains."  Only  one  comes  up  to 
the  four-fifths  of  a  mile  perpendicular,  and  the  magic  va- 
riety of  Killarney  has  luckily  got  the  striking  contrast  of 
that,  too.  The  whole  island  is  elevated,  300  feet  above  low 
water  being  quite  common  on  the  level  plain,  thus  needing 
the  providential  protection  from  storms  of  the  bason-like 
rim  made  around  it  by  the  mountains.  In  every  sense  they 
are  a  great  natural  blessing — a  protection  from  wind  and 
wave,  a  feature  of  endless  variety  in  the  highest  degree  of 
the  picturesque,  with  many  touches  of  the  sublime,  as  our 
illustrations  show,  and,  in  an  industrial  sense,  nearly  all  a 
source  of  profit  in  minerals,  timber,  pasture,  peet,  fruit  and 
a  species  of  wild  cotton,  for  both  of  which  latter  a  market 
has  been  recently  opened  in  England.  Only  the  rocky 
peaks  of  the  most  lofty  are  exceptions  to  the  general  rule 
just  stated,  say  those  of  3,000  feet  above  the  Atlantic  or 
3,(500  from  the  cultivated  soil  at  their  bases.  What  a  frac- 
tion of  the  island  these  summits  occupy  in  the  aggregate  is 
easily  sho^n  when  we  give  the  actual  survey  not  only  of 
these,  but  of  the  whole  surface  of  Ireland  exceeding  3,000 
feet  in  height,  and  here  it  is,  83i  square  miles — just  one- 
fourth  of  little  Louth,  the  smallest  of  the  thirty-two  coun- 
ties !  Whole  districts  depend  on  mouutuin  bog  for  their 
winter's  fuel ;  and  fuel  of  another  natm-e,  so  easily  trampled 
out  of  sight  on  the  plain,  has  hehi  its  ground  for  genera- 
tions in  the  mountains,  defying  horse,  foot  and  artillery  be- 
hind those  barricades  of  God ! 

TUEIIl   VALUE   AS   PASTURES. 

As  authorities  on  agricultural  subjects  Arthur  Young 
and  Edward  Wakefield  stand  at  the  head  of  English 
authors.     Tlieir  works  on  Ireland  were  a  startling  revelation 
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to  Englishmen  nearly  a  century  ago.  "In  fact,"  says 
Young,  "the  mountains  of  Ireland  are  the  principal  nur- 
series for  those  numerous  herds  of  bullocks  and  cows  which 
are  fattened  or  fed  on  the  luxuriant  lowlands  and  almost 
the  only  nurseries  for  those  that  are  exported  to  England." 
Will  the  reader  believe  it,  that  the  number  exported  to 
England  during  the  famine  year  1847  were  190,952! — one 
class  only,  the  live  beef,  not  including  one  sheep  or  hog, 
fowl  or  fish,  whose  hundreds  of  thousands  taken  off  the 
same  year  we  shall  see  further  on. 

See  for  almost  incredible  figures  Eiicydopcvdia  Britan- 
nir.a  article,  "Ireland,"  where  this  astounding  fact  may  be 
seen — nearly  three  and  one-half  millions  of  bullocks  and 
cows,  precisely  3,441,r)0.'?  exported  from  Ireland  to  England 
in  theyire  years  ending  1880 ! 

This  was  the  last  year  prior  to  Scribner's  American  edi- 
tion of  1881,  page  227,  the  only  copy  of  the  Brilanniea  we 
have.  Further  on  in  their  proper  places  will  be  found  more 
startling  facts  of  similar  import ;  but  now  we  are  climbing 
the  mountains  and  cannot  help  noticing  those  "numerous 
herds"  of  cattle  whose  nurseries  they  were,  "almost  the 
only  nurseries"  for  those  millions  exported  to  England,  as 
proving  the  point  we  want  to  make  (and  that  sufficiently 
without  the  digression  of  a  full  enumeration)  namely,  tliat 
the  mountains  of  Ireland  are  fields  of  immense  profit,  quite 
hidependently  of  their  mineral  resources,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  set  down  indiscriminately  as  "waste  lands."  Very 
similar  is  the  testimony  of  Wakefield:  "I  have  seen  liul- 
locks  of  the  weight  of  180  stone  (3520  Xhs.)  rapidly  fattening 
on  land  incapable  of  receiving  the  print  of  a  horse's  foot 
even  in  the  wettest  season  and  where  there  were  not  many 
inches  of  soil !" 

This  phenomenal  virtue  of  the  Irish  soil  throughcjut 
the  mountain  districts  of  the  west  is  a  matter  of  astonish- 
ment to  tourists,  many  of  whom  have  improved  on  Wake- 
field as  Wakefield  has  improved  on  Young;  for  the 
latter  calls  such  land  a  ''nursery"  to  be  supplemented 
Vjy  the  "luxurious  lowlands ;"  whilst  the  former  asserts 
wliat  he  saw  himself,  that  the  supplement  was  not  al- 
ways needed,  as  the  heaviest  cattle  fatten  on  the  thin  soil 
so  graphically  describeil.  Yet,  strange  to  say,  the  greatest 
wonder  of  all  is  the  most  notorious  fact  of  all — fine  cereal 
and  other  cr(jps  raised  every  year  from  Ijougli  Swilly  to 
Bantry  Bay  at  elevations  of  400  and  500  feet  above  the 
Atlantic  on  that  identical  rock-soil  of  the  mountain  re- 
gions ! 


As  to  sheep,  the  uplands  are  all-sufi'icient.  both  as 
nurseries  and  fatteners.  On  McGillicuddy's  Reeks,  says 
Arthur  Young,  "sheep  fatten  better  than  in  the  lowlands." 
These  are  the  mountains  spoken  of  above  as  the  most 
elevated  in  Ireland,  yet  lacking  a  thousand  feet  of  one 
vertical  mile.  If  the  typical  ruggedness,  sjiiral  sharpness 
and  saw-like  edge  of  the  true  mountain  can  be  met  with 
in  Ireland,  here  it  is  in  all  its  semi-nudity  from  head  to 
waist,  overlooking  the  fairyland  of  Killarney.  Yet  sheep 
fatten  on  the  slopes  of  these  mountains  not  only  as  well  as 
on  the  jilains,  but,  according  to  this  veiy  high  authority, 
"better."  We  saw  above  how  England  takes  the  liecf  from 
Ireland  by  the  million  head  of  cattle;  but  does  she  take 
the  live  mutton  too  ?     Yes  in  about  tlie  very  same  tiuriibers! 

In  the  year  of  the  great  legislative  swindle,  1800,  when 
Ireland  wius  chiseled  out  of  the  exercise  of  her  legislative 
faculty,  only  871  sheep  were  exported  to  England,  and  none 
at  all  ten  years  before  under  the  independent  Parliament 
of  Dublin,  as  per  the  Encyclopcedia  Brilanniea.  Tint 
how  stands  the  case  ever  since  ?  Why.  a  constalit  increase 
in  the  exports  of  sheep  as  well  as  of  cattle  (in  1H47  the 
same  year  of  famine — :534,17n  sheep  taken  by  Englaml,)  u|i 
to  the  last  year,  1880,  for  which  we  have  returns,  when 
711,491  head  of  sheep,  in  that  single  year  were  shipped  to 
England,  making  a  total,  it  added  to  those  of  the  four  years 
immediately  preceding,  of  3,404,051 — nearly  tliree  and.  a 
half  millions  in  five  years!  See  the  same  English  authority. 
Table  XVIII,  and  see  the  results  of  the  groat  legislative 
fraud  turning  up  all  the  time  as  naturally  as  thorns  in  a 
briar  |iatch,  wlien  one  is  actuaUy  in  search  of  sometliing 
else!  For  our  present  subject  is  the  industrial  value  of  the 
mountains  so  commonly  represented  liy  ignorant  or  preju- 
diced tourists  of  the  cockney  stamji  as  of  little  or  no  value 
at  all  in  that  sense,  however  much  they  may  adil  to  the 
scenic  attractions  of  the  country. 

Of  course  it  would  be  as  big  a  lilunder  on  the  other 
hand  to  credit  the  uplands  with  all  the  beef  and  mutton 
exported.  Since  the  Great  Famine  and  consequent  Exodus 
roof-trees  have  been  leveled  l>y  the  thousand — indeed  if  we 
add  tlie  heartlis  quenched  by  landlord  extermination  liefore 
and  since,  we  can  in  all  truth  say  by  //te  tens  of  thousands 
— the  finest  agricultural  jiortioiis  of  the  ''luxuriant  low- 
lands" have  been  turned  into  grazing  land  and  shee[i  walks 
with  the  terrible  results  stated — the  very  elements  of  animal 
generation  taken  from  the  Irish  soil  and  given  to  England 
at  the  exhausting  rate  of  ISEVEN  MILLION  oxen  and 
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half  so  useful  could  possibly  exist  and  tliat  to  the  utiliza- 
tion of  more  than  a  million  of  acres  wrested  from  sterility 
and  the  rocks ! 

We  come  now  down  to  the  larger  extent  of  bog  laud  on 
the  plains  which  iu  Minister  and  Ulster  is  found  in  broken, 
detached  [leat  fields,  liardly  (exceiit  iu  (.'a van)  one  too  many 
whilst  somi^  are  too  limited  to  supply  the.  demand  for  miles 
all  around  ;  but  tlie  other  two  provinces  have  a  monopoly 
iu  the  great  Bog  of  Allen  and  its  oflf-shoots,  lying  across 
the  central  Plain  like  a  broken  isosceles  triangle,  from  its 
apex  in  the  counties  of  Dublin  and  Wicklow  to  its  extended 
base,  the  coast  of  tJouuaught.  Mucli  of  tins  is  very  thin, 
light  in  color  and  of  easy  reclamation,  but  some  of  it  is 
thirty  and  forty  feet  in  deptli.  as  black  as  coal,  capable  as 
compressed  peat,  of  being  converted  iuto  artificial  coal, 
generating  a  gas  eipial  if  not  superior  to  any  lighting  our 
streets  and  houses,  with  a  specific  gravity  much  greater 
than  that  of  any  bituminous  coal  found  in  England  so 
aljundantly.  It  does  not  soil  the  fingers  when  handled  or 
endanger  life  when  its  gas  is  inhaled  as  mineral  coal  does. 

In  1855  a  young  Irish  genius,  Richard  L.  Johnson,  of 
Dublin,  surprised  that  city  by  lighting  his  partner's  shop  in 
Mary  street  with  turf  gas  generated  in  a  retort  of  his  own 
invention  for  which  he  took  out  a  patent.  Though  iu  his 
confidence  and  shown  his  secret  in  full  operation,  we  can- 
not positively  say  why  he  gave  it  up,  but  well  remember  his 
complaining  to  the  writer  of  this  that  the  English  coal 
interest  in  Irish  gas  works  crushed  him  I  —not,  however,  till 
he  had  fully  demonstrated  the  illuminating  power  of  Irisli 
turf  by  lighting  one  or  two  small  towns  in  Westmeath  and 
some  private  mansions.  The  reader  will  iiermit  us  to  drop 
a  little  green  sprig  on  his  grave.  Discouraged  and  without 
capital  lie  took  no  more  contracts,  but  turned  to  the  medi- 
cal profession,  settled  tlowu  in  London,  wrote  tw(j  or  three 
books  of  light  literature  and  in  time  found  himself  the  lead- 
ing physician  of  more  than  one  public  hospital.  Dr.  John- 
son gave  his  professional  services  gratuitously  to  our  College 
of  Mill  Hill,  though  ten  or  twelve  miles  off,  continuing  his 
regular  weekly  visits  np  to  his  |iremature  death,  a  few 
years  ago. 

With  a  loving,  fatherly,  patriotic  Irish  Parlinient,  here  is 
a  field  of  employment  for  tens  of  thousands.  It  is  said 
(writes  Anthony  M:irmioii  in  Ins  valualde  work  on  the  mari- 
time ports  of  Ireland,  p.  liol)  that  100  tons  of  dried  peat 
will  produce  that  number  of  gallons  of  heavy  oil,  300  gal- 
lons of  uaptha,  300  lbs  of  paraffiue  (making  candles  wliiter 


than  any  wax  ),  52  gallons  of  wood  oil  and  14  cwt.  (1568 
lbs.)  of  acetate  of  lime.  A  bog  only  thirteen  feet  dee])  is 
comparatively  shallow  in  Ireland,  yet  even  at  that  de|ith 
every  acre  will  yield  :],500  tons  of  turf  simply  dried  on  the 
bank  in  the  open  air  then  as  simply  shaped  between  the 
hands  into  "sods"  or  cut  rectangnhir  like  bi-ieks  with  a 
kind  of  spade  or  ''slane."  Elsewhere  will  be  found  a  good 
illustration  of  the  very  simple  process  of  "cutting  turf," 
than  wliich  no  cleaner  or  better  fnel  in  the  world. 

If  it  be  true  that  Ireland  has  not  a  sufTiciency  of  bitu- 
minous coal,  (a  report  not  above  susjiieion),  here  is  the  best 
possible  substitute  in  superabundance,  with  many  special 
recommendalions  tune/tiny  healilh,  oleanliness,  culinary 
and  laiiiidrt/  interests,  antiseptic,  deoderizing  and  ferti- 
lizing properties  and  even  certain  manufactures  which,  iio 
bituminous  coal  can  claim  !  Is  it  true  or  not  thvt  for  the 
mighty  industry  of  iron  and  steel  production  no  mineral 
charcoal  can  be  compared  to  the  vegetable  article  got  from 
certain  woods?  We  don't  pretend  to  know  of  ourselves, 
we  can  say  only  that,  as  admitted  on  all  hands  without  con- 
tradiction, the  statement  is  true.  But  we  do  know  that 
Irish  turf  charcoal  is  essentially  wood  charcoal  and  nothing 
else.  This  is  denied  by  nobody  as  every  stage  of  the  natu- 
ral process  of  transmutation  is  plainly  visible  all  over  the 
country.  We  ourselves  have  seen  and  handled  a  most  in- 
teresting illustration  in  the  shape  of  a  tree,  lying  on  the 
surface  of  a  bog  in  Munster — one  end  solid  wood,  the  other 
solid  peat,  the  special  characteristics  of  each,  coming  nearer 
and  nearer  to  similarity  till  that  point  was  reached,  which 
could  not  be  called  either  wood  or  peat,  being  a  noudescrijit 
blending  of  both.  Even  the  turf  end  retained  the  outward 
shape  of  the  tree  to  perfection  not  losing,  ajiiiarently,  a 
single  knob  of  connection  with  the  long-lost  branches. 
Now  if  this  huge  trunk  were  cut  across  into  two  or  more 
parts  and  all  separately  reduced  to  coke  or  charcoal,  could 
any  practical  difference  be  discovered  between  any  two 
residuums?  It  seems  not,  and  if  not.  what  a  mighty  store 
house  of  smelting  power,  in  volume  and  excellence  is  the 
peat  deposit  of  Ireland !  But  if  on  the  other  hand  an 
essential  or  practical  dillerence  can  be  found,  then  one  rest-' 
duum  is  better  than  the  other,  while  this  other  and  the 
worse  is  admittedly  superior  to  that  produced  from  coal 
which  is  used  all  over  England,  and  to  which  that  country 
is  limited  !  Hence  the  well-known  inferiority  of  her  iron 
and  steel  as  smelted  and  refined  by  her  own  native  carboni- 
ferous charcoal  and  then  compared  with  tlie  iron   and  steel 
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IniLii  tlir  lircadstuffs  of  Europe  and  her  only  hope  of  keep- 
ing her  little  population  of  ten  millions  with  her  army  and 
navy  from  starving  was  Ireland.  In  that  year  an  Act  of 
Parliament  was  passed  to  survey  and  rejiort  on  the  Irish 
bogs  with  the  view  of  reclamation  into  food  producing  land! 

So  here  is  another  aspect  of  our 
subject  and  one  of  the  first  impor- 
tance manifestly.  That  eiuictment 
of  1809  caused  all  the  peat  fields  of 
Ireland  to  be  surveyed,  mapped  and 
re[iorted  on  at  an  expense  of  nearly 
two  millions  of  our  present  money, 
li-nliuul  u/limalc/ij  obliyed  lo  fuuf 
lli.e  bill  ;  Thousands  of  acres  have 
been  reclaimed  already  and  tlie 
pi'ocess  has  been  energetically  cari'ied 
on  these  fifty  years.  Of  this  virgin 
soil  Arthur  young  says  :  -No  mutd- 
uii's  are  eijiial  to  f/w.sc  i/aiiied  by 
improviiiy  a  hoy ;  they  arc  of  a 
value  which  scarce  any  lands  rise 
lo."  And  hero  is  the  highest  author- 
ity yet  quoted  or  that  can  be  quoted 
on  Irish  industrial  problems,  the  illus- 
trious Sir  Robert  Kane,  whose  great 
worli.  "the  Industrial  Hesoiirc.es  of 
Inland"  well  merited  as  it  actually 
obtained    the    title    prefixed    to    his 


name.  lie  says  :  "The  uncultivated  laud  includes  bogs  and 
mountains.  It  has  been  already  sliowu  that  the  area  of  bog 
is  3,833,000  acres  of  icliich  almost  all  is  capable  of  reclama- 
tion, and  of  heiny  adapted  to  productive  /msbandry,  if  not 
required  as  repositories  of  fuel.  Of  the  mounlaiuy  laud  also 
comparatively  little  is  beyond  the  d(jmaiu  of  agricultural 
enterprise.  In  fact  there  is  no  district  in  Ireland  sulficiently 
elevated  to  thereby  present  serious  impediments  to  cultiva- 
tion and  scarcely  an  acre  lo  which  the  name,  of  incapable 
of  cultivaiion  can  be  applied."  It  is  half  a  century  .since 
those  words  (page  257)  were  written  (Vietween  the  census  of 
'41  and  that  of  "ol),  so  the  figures  which  they  give  above  for 
the  total  area  of  bog  no  longer  hold.  The  latter  census  as 
compared  with  the  former  showed  a  wonderful  reduction 
of  waste  land  (mainly  mountain  ami  liog)  the  difference 
of  more  than  a  million  of  acres  in  the  ten  years,  a  striking 
confirmation  of  the  great  agricultural  chemist  in  the  pass- 
age quoted. 

THE    ARABLE    SOIL — RARE    FACTS. 

The  second  alternative  above  is  vital.  All  the  others  hang 
upon  it,  so  we  must  do  it  justice.  The  question  of  any 
country's  capability  to  support  its  population  plainly  in- 
volves two  main  issues  which  the  adjectives  productive  and 
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unproduclive  sufficiently  exijress.  The  liilttT,  uikUt  tlir 
general  head  of  "  waste  land,"  we  have  amply  discussed  in 
each  of  its  two  obvious  divisions  as  bearing  on  the  moun- 
tains and  the  bogs  ;  and  furtlier  inforniation  on  this  subject 
is  implied  in  almost  every  sentence  of  the  following,  though 
aildrcssod  directly  and  specially  to  the  other  issue,  tlie  more 
productive  area  or  arable  soil. 

We  use  the  word  arahle  in   its   literal  and  only  proper 
sense — fit  for  the  plow,  [nratrum],  and  little  did  we  dream 
that  aTiy  respectable  writer  would  think  of   using  it  in  any 
other  till   we   found  it  repeated  over  and  over  again  in  the 
Kriglish  cyclopedia  Jirilnnnica  in  the  illiterate  sense  of  not 
ar.l.ually  filled  or  turned  up  by   the   plow  !     See   page   331) 
{"  England  ")    of  Scribner's  edition  where  tlie  adjective  is  !i 
persistently   employed  in  contradistinction   to    "pasture;' 
for  example.  '■  the  arable  land  of  England  and  Wales  is  on   % 
the   decrease,  while   the  area   of   pasture   land   is   on   the 
increase!"     Not  that  the  once  arable  laud  has  fallen  liack 
to  the  fens  and  mai'slies  nr  the  rocks,  Imt  that  it  is  not   iioir 
.actually  worked  by  spade   or   [ilow — a  strange   misuse  of 
terms  in  such  a  work. 

Using  the  word  "  aral)le  "  in  its  proper  sense   as  capable    i 
of  being  filled,  we  complete  this  discussion  by  the  following 
strange  fads,  now  fifty  or  sixty  years  old,  taken  from  an  old 
State  document,   ''The   Poor-rate   Valuation   of  Ireland,' 
which  gives  tlie  arable  condition  of  every   county   at   that    '' 
time.     Of  course  the  aralile  area  of  every  county  is  much    * 
greater   noir.  as   the  facts  given   above  amply  prove ;  but 
after  a  tiresome  search  through  our  public  libraries  we  can     t 
find    no   later   returns   in   this   line.     Comparing  the   two    -^ 
Islands  of  Great  Britain  anil  Ireland,  (the  largest  belonging    0 
til  the  continent  of  Europe)  beyond  all  question  (each  taken 
as  a  whole)  the  more  arable,  fertile  and  productive  in  point 
lit    riiod-produciiig   capacily   is  emphatically   Ireland.      A 
contrasted  willi  Ireland  in  this  respect  of  productive  cajia 
bility.  toucliing  agriculture  and  pasture,  the   larger   Island 
taken  as  a  whnle  is.  ////  nature,  without  straining  the  trutli 
little  short  of  a  comparative  waste.     Observe  the   terms   of 
that  sentence  and  then  sec  if  it  is  not  true.     Add  the   fens 
and  marshes,  sand  plains  and  mountains  of  England  ])ropei 
to   tliose   of    Scotland    and    Wales,  and    what  is  one-third 
(nearly  one-lialf)  of  Great   Britain  as   compared    with   the 
agricultural   remainder   of    it,  but  a   comparative   waste' 
Scotland,  including  all  her  islands,  is  nearly  as  large  as  In 
land;  Wales  is   larger  than   one-fifth   of  Ireland;  yet  th 
three    nationalities,   including   all    England    pi-ojicr.    could 
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Iiiuc'ly  (liiiilile  llic  [Hipuhitioii  of  Ii-eUiud  till  tliey  wuie  liel]icd 
by  artificial  famines  in  the  smaller  Island,  as  we  have  seen. 
Nay,  is  it.  not  a  statistic  record,  that  in  1845  when  Ireland's 
coMstaiitly  swelling  population  for  half  a  century  previous 
had  attained  its  maximum,  this  maximum  was  equal  if  vol 
(/rpctlcr  than  tlie  nniled  jiopulations  ol;  England,  Scotland 
and  Wales  seventy  years  before — the  bottom  fact  and  very 
secret  of  England's  inability  to  whip  the  armed,  Irish  volun- 
teers out  of  their  demand  of  total  legislative  separation, 
which  whipping  she  did  not  even  try,  and  which  demand 
she  was  compelled  to  grant  in  1783  !  It  was  a  bitter  pill, 
but  she  had  to  swallow  it,  and  she  did,  declaring  by  solemn 
act  of  Parliament,  signed  by  George  the  Third,  that  Great 
I'liitaiu  renounces  "forever  "  all  claim  to  legislate  for  Ire- 
l.-iiid  and  that  no  power  on  earth  has  any  right  to  make  laws 
for  Ireland  but  the  King,  Lords  and  Commons  of  Ireland  !" 
Thanks  to  an  insular  semi-desert  (taking  the  Island  as  a 
whole)  which  had  not  men  enough,  with  its  trifling  popula- 
tion of  seven  or  eight  millions,  to  supply  the  place  at  home 
of  her  whipped  brigades  at  Yorklown. 


But  to  come  to  the  rare  facts  iiromised  above,  are  there 
not  moor  and  mountain  districts  liy  the  whole  couniy  in 
the  larger  Island  not  having  35  per  cent  of  arable  land,  and 
that  in  England  too,  the  most  ai'able  division,  as  well  as  in 
Scotland  and  Wales?  In  these  two  latter  we  believe  there 
are  counties  lujt  having  15  per  cent.  Of  the  thirty-two 
counties  in  Ireland,  the  least  arable  fifty  years  ago  was 
Donegal,  which  had  even  then  33  per  cent,  of  arable  land 
and  only  three  others  were  found  to  stand  under  but  close 
to  50  per  cent.,  namely,  Kerry,  Mayo  and  Galway.  These 
four  are  the  largest  counties  (with  one  exception)  all  moun- 
tain barriers  to  the  Atlantic.  Taken  together,  for  they  are 
together  on  the  coast  line,  they  contain  nearly  five  and  a 
half  millions  of  acres  at  an  average  of  38  per  cent,  of  good 
soil,  thus  exceeding  the  Kingdom  of  Saxony  in  extent  and 
fertility  and  more  than  one  State  at  this  side  of  the  "  I'ig 
Pond,"  as  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Rhode  Island,  etc.  That 
was  half  a  century  ago  when  the  largest  of  these  four  coun- 
ties, Galway,  had  within  a  decimal  of  50  per  cent,  fit  for 
the   spade   ami  the  jilow.  before  the  extensive  reclamations 
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number)  from  Dcrry,   the 
lowest,    to    Armagh,    the 
higiiest,  in  [loint  uf  anibil- 
ity,  ran   up  ti'om  01  to  81 
per  cent.    Still  liighcr  were 
the  nine  reiiiiiiiiiiigcoiiiiUes, 
Carlow  at  the  foot  liaving 
had  83,  and  Meath  at  the 
liead  •'  touching  the  beam" 
at  the  liighest  point  of  all 
04.3  !     In  otlier  words  (for 
our  l)oys  and  girls)  out  of 
every  hundred  acres  in  tlie 
county    Meath — with  its 
eighty  thousand,  over  half 
a  million— six  acres  could 
not  be  found,   fifty  years 
ag",  unfit  for  tillage  !  And 
very   nearly  as  much  can 
be  said  of  Kilkenny  where 
eiijlit  could  not  be  found  ; 
of  Monaghan  where  eleven 
did    not  exist;    of   Lonth 
and   Wexford,   in   neither 
of   which   could   a   dozen 
acres   of    such  poor  land 
have    been   discovered   in 
a  Inindred. 

But  does  it  follow  that 
these  most  arable  districts 
surpass  the  others  in  depth 
and  richness  of  soil  ? 
Certainly  not;  that's 
another  question.  The 
richest  soil  is  found  in 
every   one   of  them.    We 


referred  to  above,  as  made  since,  were  commenced.  Some 
of  these  two  million  acres  of  arable  land  is  equal  in  point 
of  fertility  to  any  portion  of  the  great  Limestone  Plain,  and 
WaUefii'ld  expresses  his  "astonishment"  at  finding  valleys 
of  svich  superior  soil  in  the  coldest  and  least  tillable  spot 
in  all  Ireland,  exceptional  Donegal,  exceptional  too  in  its 
literary  celebrities,  all  Catholic  except  one,  the  learned 
Protestant  and  infidel,  Toland.  No  other  county  had  a  per- 
centage under  SH,  and  only  three  so  low,  namely,  Clare,  Ty- 
rone  and   Wicklow ;    whilst  sixteen   (one-half  the   whole 


have  spoken  of  quantities,  and  that  on  the  authority 
of  a  Government  survey  and  report;  now  let  us  see 
what  other  high  authorities,  all  English,  say  of  quaHties. 
Wakefield  says  :  "  In  at  least  eighteen  out  of  the  thirty-two 
counties  there  are  tracts  of  land  which  for  the  most  part 
are  not  to  be  surpassed  in  natural  fertility/  by  any  other 
land  in  the  world.  Some  places  exhibit  the  richest  loam 
that  I  ever  saw  turned  up  with  a  plotc."  And  here  is  the 
most  noted  English  agriculturist  of  the  last  century,  Arthur 
Young,  author  of  the  Annals  of  Agriculture  :    "If  I  waste 
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name  the  oharacteristics  of  an  excellent  soil,  1  should  say, 
that  upon  which  yon  may  fatten  an  ox  and  feed  off  a  crop 
of  turnips — little  or  no  such  soil  in  England,  yet  it  is  not 
uncommon  in  Ireland."  Comparing  the  two  kingdoms: 
'^  Natural  fertility,  acre  for  acre,  over  the  two  kingdoms, 
"is  certainly  in  favor  of  Ireland."  Notice  that  the  com- 
parison here  is  with  England,  the  most  arable  division  of 
Great  Britain,  and  that  too  over  a  hundred  years  ago  when 
the  bogs  of  Ireland  were  regarded  as  so  much  "waste  land." 


Those  words  of  Young  ha\e  been  resented  by  another  fam- 
ous writer,  I.  K.  McCulloeh,  author  of  the  "Statistical  Ac- 
count of  Great  Britain"  the  "Universal  Gazetteer,"  etc. 
McCuUoch  writes:  "Ireland  has  no  stiff  elay  soils,  such  as 
"those  of  Essex,  Hants,  Oxford,  etc.,  nor  any  chalk  soil,  as 
"those  of  Hertford, Wilts  and  Sussex.  [England],  sandy  soils 
"  are  also  rare.  Loam,  resting  on  a  substratum  of  lime- 
"  stone,  predominates  in  Ireland,  and,  though  often  shallow, 
"  it  is  almost  everywhere  very  fertile.    A  large  part  of  Lim- 
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"erick,  Ti|i[jcrary,  Kuscoininuii.  MciUli  and  Lonjj'ronl.  coii- 
"sists  of  deep,  fine,  friable  loam,  and  is,  perliaps,  iiul  siir- 
" passed  by  any  land  in  Europe.  U  is  not  permanently  in. 
'•  jnred  by  the  bad  system  of  culture  to  which  it  is  subjected, 
"and.  if  kept  clean,  will  yield  an  almost  interminable  series 
"  of  corn  crojis  ;  and,  how  bad  soever  the  order  in  which  it  is 
"  laid  down  to  grass,  it  is,  in  no  long  time,  covered  with 
"the  finest  pasture.  The  deep,  rich  grazing  lands  on  the 
"  banks  of  the  Shannon  and  Fergus  are  not  surpassed  by 
"the  best  in  Lincolnshire.     A  good  judge  of  such  matters, 


■■Ai'thur  Vuimg,  contends  that,  acre  for  aero,  the  soil  of 
•'  Irclanil  is  superior  to  that  of  England  ;  though,  as  the  pro- 
"  portion  of  waste  land  in  the  former  is  much  greater  than 
"in  the  latter  country,  we  incline  to  thiidi  this  an  exaggei'- 
"ated  statement.  But  had  Mr.  Yonng  confined  his  remark 
"to  the  cultivatable  land  in  both  countries,  it  would  have 
"  been  quite  correct.  In  fact,  if  we  deduct  the  bogs  and 
'■mountains,  we  believe  that  Ireland  is  abont  the  richest 
"country,  in  respect  of  soil,  in  Europe.  As  a  (/razing 
"country,  she  is  probably  superior  to  any  oilier,  and  is. 
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work.     Yet  the  tillers  ot  this  soil  starve  mider 
English  rule ! 


Another  Natural-History  Problem 


TIIIUD   ALTERNATIVE — CLIMATIC   DIFFICULTIES. 


As  nobody  attribiiies  the  poverty  of  Ireland  to  its 
climate  in  any  sense  whatever,  this  third  alternative 
must  not  detain  us  long  ;  and  it  should  not  detain  us 
at  all  if  certain  cereal  crops  were  less  frequently 
affected  by  tlie  weather.  As  nothing  wo  can  say 
has  the  weight  or  authority  of  the  English  writer 
last  quoted,  I.  R.  McCulloch,  let  us  consult  the  same 
work  of  his,  which  may  be  found  in  almost  every 
public  library  in  this  country.  Speaking  of  Ireland,  liere 
are  his  words,  which  we  can  personally  endorse  as  most  true 
and  evidently  foiuided  on  liis  own  observation  : 


HOME   SPINNING   AND   WEAVING. 


"The  climate  is  more  temperate  and  equable 
other  parts  of  Europe  in  the  same  latitude, 
summer  is  less  oppressive  and  the  cold  of  winter 


than  that  of 
The  heat  of 
'  less  severe ; 
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and  when  anything  like  immoderately  hot  or  cold  weather 
takes  place,  it  lasts  for  a  much  shorter  time.  The  great 
defect  of  the  climate  of  Ireland  is  excess  of  humidity ;  not 
only  is  rain  more  frequent  than  in  England,  but  the  atmos- 
phere, when  there  is  no  rain,  is  largely  impregnated  with 
moisture.  This  circumstance,  the  result  of  the  insular 
position  of  Ireland  and  of  the  prevalence  of  westerly  winds 
for  three-fourths  of  the  year,  accounts  for  the  greater 
verdure  of  the  country  and  for  the  trees  continuing  in  leaf 
much  longer  than  in  England.  In  the  driest  seasons,  Iiv- 
land  rarely  suffers  from  drought,  but  the  crops  are  often 
injured  by  too  much  wet." 

If  rain  is  more  "frequent"  in  Ireland  than  in  Eiip;lanil. 
it  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  annual  rain-fall  nn 
tlio  former  is,  acre  for  acre,  greater  in  guanlil]/.  Hear  tlie 
great  Dr.  Kane  :  "  In  average  half  as  much  more  rain  falls 
in  England  than  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  Here  (in 
Ireland)  there  is  probably  not  more  actual  rain  than  in  Eng- 
land, but  there  is  more  damp."  Then  follows  (page  73)  a 
table  giving  the  average  rain-fall  for  the  veiy  conclusive 
period  of  six  years  at  Dublin,  and  five  other  cities  with  this 
result,  that  on  the  east  at  the  capital  not  quite  31,  at  Bel- 
fast close  on  35,  at  Derry  on  the  north,  a  little  over  31,  and 
at  Cork  on  the  south  in  two  long  tests  of  six  years  each,  a 
little  over  30  and  40  inches  of  rain  yearly.  He  calculates 
that  of  the  west  of  Ireland  at  the  highest  figure  40,  and 
then  concludes  that  the  whole  rain-fall  "over  the  entire 
surface  of  Ireland"  is  on  an  average  30  inches,  one  year 
with  another.  Leaving  out  Scotland  for  the  present,  our 
best  authorities  point  to  the  same  figure,  30,  for  the  rest  of 
Great  Britain  ;  but  if  Scotland  is  included,  then  up  goes  the 
average  rain-fall  beyond  that  of  Ireland.  As  a  rule  Eng- 
lish writers  seem  to  shrink  from  ooniparisons  between  the 
two  inlands  as  such,  each  taken  as  a  whole  ;  Ijut  somehow 
or  other  we  love  those  very  wise,  tidy,  natural  and  onli/  true 
comparisons  immensely.  They  do  us  gond  in  tlie  i-egion  of 
the  kidneys,  provided  it  is  God's  work  that's  compared 
with  God's  work.  Comparing  then  the  two  islands  in  this 
relation,  emphatically  the  more  favored  laud  in  point  of 
climate  as  well  as  soil  is  Ireland.  Leaving  Scotland  out 
again,  there  is  the  immense  figure  of  84  inches  of  rain  in 
England,  at  Cumberland  quite  often,  as  reported  by  Dr. 
Patterson,  and  there  is  the  huge  notation  of  101^  inches  in 
Carnarvonshire,  as  stated  in  the  Brilanirica,  page  217.  No 
doubt  t  hese  are  exceptions  for  England  ;  but  where  are  such 
to  be  found  in   Irclaiul  even  as  exceptions  ?     .lohn   Leslie 


CROSS   OF   MONASTERBOICE,    COUNTY   LOUTU. 
{Six  hundred  years  befort:  the  EnfjUsh). 

Poster  is  quoted  by  Wakefield  (page  313,  vol.  1)  as  stating 
that  •'  three  times  as  much  rain  falls  in  Lombardy  as  in  Ire- 
land." Further  on  he  says  :  "  Mr.  Young  gives,  as  a  con- 
vincing jiroof  that  the  climate  of  Ireland  is  far  moister  than 
that  of  England,  the  amazing  tendency  of  the  soil  "to   pro- 
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(luce  grass  ;  and  lie  speaks  of  instances  of  turnip  land  and 
stubble  left  witlnnit  plouf;hing.  which  yielded  the  next  sum- 
mer a  full  crop  of  hay — facts,  he  observes,  of  which  ice 
have  no  idea  in  England."  So  then,  after  all,  tliis  solitary 
disadvantage  of  the  Irish  climate  is  not  without  its  counter- 
poise, as  Kane  puts  it :  "  It  is  hence  that  this  island  has 
been  called  the  Emerald  set  in  the  ring  of  the  sea." 

Not  even  this  subject  of  climatic  geograiihy  can  bo  treafcil 
of  without  calling  up  the  misgovernment  of  Ireland  ;  fur 
if  its  climate  had  much  or  anything  to  do  with  its  social 
condition,  then  the  far  more  rigorous  climate  of  Scotlaml 
should  tell  in  like  manner  on  the  social  condition  of  that 
country  and  show  results  still  more  terrible  than  tliose  we 
are  now  discussing.  Rut  nothing  of  the  kind  exists  in 
North  Britain,  and  nothing  of  the  kind  would  exist  in  Ire- 
land if  her  superior  geographical  position,  milder  climate, 
greater  extent  of  arable  land  and  richer  soil  liad  not 
tempted  Iier  next-door  neighbor  to  act  anything  but  neigh- 
borly.     "Anything   but   neighborly" — what   a   kid-glove 


covering  fur  hands  dripping  witli  Idood.  full  of  ]ilunderand 
caught  in  the  act  every  day  in  the  year!  ^f  climate,  rain- 
fall and  damp  could  account  for  jioverty  anywhere  under 
the  English  flag  in  Europe,  that  identical  spot  is  North 
Britain^this  manifestly  and  notoriously,  because  of  its  im- 
mense mountain  wastes  with  two  maximum  latitudes  on  the 
same  east  and  west  parallel  (for  there  is  such  a  blessing 
south  aiul  such  a  curse  north  as  vertical  latitude  affecting 
climate  and  every  phase  of  animal  as  well  as  vegetable  life), 
and  that  the  highest  under  the  English  flag  in  Eiu'ope.  IIow 
this  fixed  and  unalterable  fiat  of  nature  affects  population 
in  Scotland  may  be  seen  at  once  from  this  fact,  that  up  to 
the  first  day  of  the  great  Irish  famine,  in  the  winter  of  1845, 
the  swelling  population  of  Erin  for  seventy  years  previously 
was  going  on  four  timeti  the  population  of  Scotland,  tlKuigh 
nearly  as  large  as  Ireland  !  But  how  stands  the  case  now  ? 
Why  the  population  of  Scotland  is  as  near  being  doubled  as 
that  of  Ireland  is  near  being  halved! — not  that  the  former 
has  increased  phenomenally  in  the  fifty  years  or  at  all  out  of 
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pi'oporlion  to  its  past  record, Hnit  that  tlie 
latter  has  decreased  terribly,  seaiulaloiisly 
ami  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  antecedents 
since  the  slaufihter  and  decimation  of 
Croniwoll,  which  left  the  very  highest  es- 
timated enumeration  at  the  accession  of 
William  of  Orange  under  one  million  and 
a  quarter!  Its  jump  to  eight  millions 
and  a  quarter  forty-seven  years  ago  is 
without  parallel  in  Great  Britain  up  to 
tliat  date,  even  without  considering  the 
periodic  famines  of  which  there  were  six 
in  the  former  half  of  the  last  century  and 
as  nuiuy  more  in  the  former  half  of  this; 
and  this  natural  increase  in  the  very  teeth 
of  the  Union  Act  which,  by  demolishing 
the  Irish  Parliament  and  obliging  its  peers 
and  uuMubers  to  live  in  Loudon,  had  the 
immediate  effect  of  compelling  the  titled 
landlord  class  and  the  upper  grades  of 
society  to  leave  the  country  and  spend 
their  nnearuod  wealth  in  more  fashionable 
quartei-s. 

The  hardy  Scot  has    to    struggle   with 
the  very  elements  over  his  head  and  under 
his  feet  and  into  his  mouth  ;  Init  being  a 
bed-fellow,  holding  by  right  and   irrevoc- 
ably the  key   of   one   of  the   three   doors 
which,  as  a  staunch   I'rotestant,  he  is  not 
likely  to  open  to  such  a  mortal  enemy  of 
England  as  the   Pope ;   and    (best   of  all 
reasons  in  the   world)    not   a  thing   to   he 
stolen  in  his  sleep  from  his  2>oc?iets  on 
the   chair ;  he  is  certainly  entitled  to  all 
possible  consideration  at  Westminster  ever 
siuce    he    or    some    axe-grinders    in    his 
name   were   induced   to  adopt   that  spot  for  his  legislative 
lodgings  so  far  back  as  1T07.     Here  was   a   precedent  and 
an  example   to   be  followed,  set   by   one  national  body  of 
anti-papists  for  another — that  other  a  mere  fragment  of  the 
Irish  population!    But  the  bait  did  not  take.    We  have  seen 
how  the  bans  were  forliidden  some  seventy  or  eighty   years 
after  in  the  strange  words,  (for  Protestants),  "clear  Out !  " 
for  practically  the  attitude  of  the  Volunteers  (non-Catholic) 
and  the  victory  won  by  them  in  1783  came  to  that.     Thus 
Irish  Catholics  and   Protestants  at  that  era  were  pretty 
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much  of  a  unit  in  regarding  England  as  the  common 
enemy  of  their  country  ;  but  Scotland  remained  with  Eng- 
land to  present  a  united  Britain  against  a  united  Ireland, 
which  could  be  kept  up  only  by  keeping  the  bride  in  good 
humor,  lest  regretting  the  nuptials  she  too  should  demand 
a  divorce.  Nor  do  we  deny  that  gratitude  as  well  as  policy 
on  the  part  of  England  prompted  this  c<nirse  and  kept  it 
up.  So  no  deaths  by  starvation,  even  among  the  cruelly 
pinched  Crofters  of  the  Grampians,  scraping  their  granite 
rocks  for  a  fistful  of  soil ;  no  thriving  business  of  extermi- 
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amount    of   Satanic    hate  would  have 

escaped    the    evidence  of  the   English 
statute  booli ! 


The  Tillers  of  the   Soil. 


ALTERNATIVES      4     AND     7 — INDOLENCE 
AND   IMPROVIDENCE. 


LEATHER   CASE   OF   THE    BOOK   OF   ARMAOH.      [l!,:forf.  /lie  Enylls 

natiiiu  liy  tlie  wholesale  when  Ijiddors  can't  be  found  for 
the  market  at  retail  ;  no  laud-shark  south  of  the  Tweed 
to  bite  the  bait  of  one  of  tliem  for  all  their  mountain 
moor  is  worth ;  no  bullocks  and  cows  and  sheej)  to  be 
legally  stolen  at  the  rate  of  seven  millions  in  five  years;  no 
farms  by  the  thousand  of  "rich,  fine,  friable  loam"'  to  be 
coveted  and  "cleared;"  no  sea-separation  to  make  aliens 
and  defy  them,  but  next  door  neighbors  who  could  easily 
give  trouble  if  provoked.  Politically  and  socially  Scot- 
land is  privileged,  and  what  nature  denies,  art  supplies,  as 
far  as  possible.  In  point  of  legislation  she  has  this  great 
privilege,  a  Supervisory  Board  (somewhat  similar  to  her  old 
powerful  intermedium  of  the  ''Lords  of  the  Articles"), 
which,  as  we  understand  it,  has  the  right  of  passing  upon 
all  bills  relating  to  Scotland  before  their  first  reading  in 
either  House  of  Parliament !  Had  Ireland  such  a  privilege 
by  the  nefarious  Act  of  Union  or  by  statute  since,  what  an 


"  Too  lazy  t(i  work  "  are  the  terms  of 
our  fourth  alternative,  but  it  matters 
little  how  expressed,  being  easily  met  in 
any  form.  No  man  or  woman  can  be 
justly  characterized  as  lazy  or  indolent 
whose  wliolelife  is  habitually  "laborious" 
— the  very  word  commonly  employed  by 
the  best  writers  to  stamp  the  industrial 
feat  ure  of  Irish  character.  Even  some  of 
the  bitterest  maliguors  of  everything 
Irish  (not  excepting  the  brightest  gifts  of 
God  to  soil  and  soul)  use  the  same  word 
in  the  same  way  but  try  to  minimize  its 
significance  by  drawing  a  distinction 
between  labor  and  industry. 

This  used  to  be  a  favorite  theme  in  the 
daily,  weekly,  monthly  and  even  book 
press  of  England,  as  applied  to  Ireland, 
whose  every  cry  of   hunger  in  famine 
years,  heard  across  the  seas, was  followed 
promptly  either  by  a  flat  denial  or  "  Too 
lazy  to  work!"     Even  the  fixed  chronic  condition  of  the 
country  was  attributed  to  the  same  cause  and  not  to  legis- 
lation or  the  government.     With  little  or  no  foreign  circu- 
lation the  local  papers  of  Ireland  were  utterly  impotent  to 
counteract  this   Satanic   conspiracy   of  the  English  press 
against  God's  truth,  especially  during  the  whole  of  the  last 
century  and  the  fli'st  quarter  of  this,  when  the  noble  Wake- 
field appeared  and  went  all  over  Ireland  to   find  out  the 
truth  for  himself.     His  two  heavy  quartos   were   published 
in   1809,  and   what  a  record   from  an  Englishman !     But 
nothing  short  of  wholesale  immigration  into  foreign  coun- 
tries— that  is  to  say,  a  full  representation  of  every  quarter  of 
Ireland,  especially  in  these  States,  Canada  and  Australia — 
squelched  the  lie.     It  is  seldom  heard  now,  and  when  it  is 
the  papers  of  these  countries,  some  of  even  the  most  preju 
diced  against  the  race  and  religion  of  the  Celt,  can  answer 
and   have  answered  from   their  own   experience.     Thirty 
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yeai's  ago  the  Cineiiuiati  Daily  Gazette  was  a  religimis 
organ, bitterly  anti-Catholic  very  often,  (not  so  now,  we  think, 
under  its  altered  name),  yet  twice  in  two  or  three  weeks  of 
'63  had  strong  editorials  against  this  slander.  Witness  the 
following  from  its  issue  of  June  C,  1863:  "  The  Americmi 
''■people  know  ttie  Irish  are  not  indolettt  in  this  coimtry. 
"  That  the  condition  of  the  Irish  laborers  is  not  owiiitj  to 
"  the  indolence  of  the  people,  is  shown  hy  the  enormous  rents 
"  they  pay  for  land.  Is  it  iheindolent  who  can  pay  .£S  (§10) 
"ail  acre  for  land,  and  shift  it  each  year,  manuring  a 
"fresh  acre  atid  giving  up  the  improved  one  ?  Are  they  iit- 
"  dolenl  who  can  be  made  to  pay  a  premium  of  tett  guineas 
"  (§50)  an  acre  for  a  renewal  of  their  leases?  The  share 
'■'of  his  product,  [the  Irish  laborer' s),whichheis  compelled 
''to  subsist  on  is,  we  verily  believe,  less  than  that  eon- 
"  sumed  by  the  unrequited  black  laborers  of  the  •South." 

That  is  testimony,  but  the  following  is  advocacy  ;  yet  be- 
cause of  its  flowing  numbers  (vahiable.  even  now  as  a 
histoi'ic  record, because  then  true, (hough  nrobaldv  dcjubled.if 


not  trebled  since),  we  give  tlicin.  and  for  this  other  reason  too, 
that  it  was  first  published  at  the  same  place  and  nearly  at 
the  same  time  as  the  aboye  quotation  from  the  Gazette 
which  simply  followed  suit.  Of  course  no  one  supposes  any 
claim  that  all  this  work  was  done  by  Irishmen  alotie  : 
"  There  happens  to  have  dropped  on  ths  hospitable  floor  of 
this  broad  land  a  little  sprinkling  from  the  population 
watering-pot  of  Ireland.  We  leave  it  to  the  American  peo- 
ple to  say,  if  the  Irish  in  this  country  be,  as  a  general  rule, 
too  lazy  to  work.  They,  as  well  as  every  other  race,  have 
their  ethnological  and  acquired  faults,  but  is  this  of  indol- 
ence one  ?  Answer,  ye  5,000  miles  of  canal,  through  all 
the  geological  impediments  of  American  topography  !  Ans- 
wer, ye  25,900  miles  of  railroad,  through  mountain  and 
moor,  through  brake  aiul  forest,  through  bridged  ravine  and 
tunneled  rock  !  Answer,  ye  navigable  rivers  thousands  of 
miles  long,  the  veins  and  arteries  of  this  gigantic  body-poli- 
tie,  by  what  hands  is  the  commercial-stomach  crammed 
whicli  supply  your  chyle  ?    Answer,  ye  thousands  of  wharfs 
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and  levees  along  their  courses,  where  the  porterage  of  a 
continent  is  tumbled  on  and  off,  day  and  night!  Answer, 
ye  seaports  of  two  oceatis,  whose  are  the  hands  wliieh  first 
receive  the  3,000.000  tons  which  the  nations  of  the  earth  float 
to  your  doors  ;  and  whose  hands  are  the  last  to  touch  and 
pelt  across  the  world  the  other  three  millions  as  tlie  ijiiid 
pro  quo?  Answer,  ye  2.300  iron  factories,  ye  39.00(1  work- 
ers in  wool,  and  ye  Caucasians  among  the  92,000  laliorers 
on  cotton  within  this  single  community  !  Answer,  ye 
1,440,000  farms,  ami  ye  ]18,4r)T,(i00  .acres  of  prairie  and 
forest  iransformed  into  kitclien  gardens  by  the  magic  wand 
of  the  spade  !  Answer,  ye  innumoraljle  iiV)odes  of  simple 
i\eatness  and  comfort  or  dazzling  grandeur  and  luxury, 
whose  liands  are  daily  resiransilile  foi-  your  .s7«/m.s  guo;  whose 
knees  (it  not  the  on/ij  ones)  first  bend  in  the  morning,  at 
lialf  past  four,  supplicating  the  Most  High  for  blessings  on 
your  roofs ;  whose  gentle   motion   through   your  corridors 


first  awakes  the  slumbering  echoes  of  your  halls  amid  an 
unconscious  household,  to  be  ready  at  its  earliest  rising  with 
the  couiplicated  repast,  to  sweat  at  the  laundry,  to  swelter 
at  the  stove,  to  aiitici[iate  every  nod  at  the  table,  to  read- 
just the  upper  chaos  of  the  dormitory,  and  obey  the  poly- 
glot comni;nids  of  liusband  and  wife,  and  son  and  daughter 
and  guest,  with  a  smiling  face  and  a  ready  hand  during 
three  hundred  and  sixty-five  days  in  the  year  ?  " 

We  omit  from  tliat  quotation  its  military  conclusion,  be- 
cause the  industry  of  tlie  camp  is  not  the  industry  of  the 
farm  or  the  factory.  Now  if  every  word  just  quoted  applied 
e.rclusive!'j  to  the  Irish  race  (which  is  far  from  being  the 
case),  would  the  record  lie  more  woiulerful  t  han  the  following 

ASTOUNDING    FACT, 

for  fact  it  is  on  the  very  higliest  authority,  an  English 
parliamentary  Blue  Book.  We  give  the  round  sums  in 
British   currency,    that  at  a  glance    their  eqiiivalents   in 
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American  dollars  may  be  seen.  The  Great  Famine  which, 
as  ah'eady  stated,  had  originated  in  the  failure  of  the  potato 
crop  in  the  autumn  of  1845  and  lasted  during  '46  and  '47 
had  the  immediate  effect  of  precipitating  immigration  to  the 
great  extent  of  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  in  six  years! 
the  vast  majority  coming  to  these  States.  Now  see  the  in- 
dustry and  economy  of  these  multitudes  and  of  their  kins- 
folk here  before  them,  sending  the  following  sums  of  money 
to  Ireland  in  the  years  given  : 

1848 460,000  pounds  sterling. 

1849 540,000 

1850 i)r)7.000 

1851 0011,000  " 

1853 1,404,000 

1853   1,439,000  " 

1854 1,730,000 

1855 873,000 

1850 ....951,000 

Totol i9, 344, 000 


Over  nirae  millions  of  pounds  sterling  !  which,  at  five  dol- 
lars to  the  pound,  amounted  to  nearly  furly-seven  millions 
of  dollars  in  gold — precisely  846,730,000,  or  more  tlian 
five  millions  every  year  for  nine  years  !  1  For  these  facts 
see  "Thirteenth  General  Report  of  the  Colonial  Land  and 
Immigration  Commissioners,"  1853.  Nor  is  this  the  xohole 
amount  sent  to  Ireland  from  America  during  those  years, 
for  the  commissioners  take  care  to  state  that  they  have  cog- 
nizance only  of  bank  transmissions  and  such  public  con- 
veyances, having  no  means  of  ascertaining  how  much  was 
sent  by  hand  or  private  means  *' of  which  Ihe  amount  must 
have  been  considerable  " — their  very  words. 

It  looks  as  if  this  stupendous  proof  of  moral,  mental  and 
physical  greatness,  unrivalled  if  paralleled  in  the  history  of 
any  people,  had  prompted  the  little  work,  "  Homage  to  Ire- 
land," published  up  North  some  thirty  years  ago.     '■  Do  you 
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"know  the  sum  the  poor  immigrants  send  to  Ireland  every 
"  year  ?  "  asks  a  pious  French  priest,  Rev.  Aristides  Pierard, 
of  St.  Andrew's,  New  York.  ("Homage  to  Ireland,"  p.  30.) 
"  You  would  scarcely  believe  it.  It  is  prodigious.  5,000,000 
"dollars!  As  for  me,  1  have  never  seen  such  a  thing  in 
"this  world.  " 

Anthony  Marraion  pronounces  the  fact  "almost  incred- 
ible. "  Here  are  his  words  :  "  The  immigration  for  the  six 
years  ending  1853  has  been  already  given,  as  well  as  the 
large  sums  remitted  by  the  Irish  immigrants  to  their  friends 
in  Ireland  up  to  that  period,  and  since  then  they  have  con- 
tinued to  remit  sums  almost  incredible,  if  it  was  not  so 
ivell  authenticated,  and  which  the  commissioners  admit  is 
not  only  'singular  and  interesting,  but  most  creditable  to 
the  Irish  peasantry. ' "     ("Maritime  Ports,"  p.  618.) 

Here  is  an  extract  from  the  Liverpool  Journal  of  Febru- 
ary the  9th,  1850  :     "  What  must  be  the  industry  and  what 


"the  thrift  and  what  the  self-denial  of  poor  navvies  and 
"artisans  to  freight  across  the  Atlantic  from  1847  to  1852, 
"  both  included,  the  enormous  number  of  two  hundred  and 
"■  twenty  thousand  of  their  countrymen  [the  Irish  people  | 
"every  year  for  those  six  years,  the  aggregate  exceeding 
"the  entire  population  of  Norway,  and  nearly  equal  to  that 
"of  all  British  America!"  We  believe  this  statement 
needs  qualification:  the  annual  330,000  include  many  who 
paid  their  own  way,  owing  to  their  own  thrift  and  industry 
at  home  ;  and  that  number  was  the  average,  not  the  ipso 
facto  anniial  immigration  of  those  six  years.  The  entire 
immigration  for  that  period  from  Ireland  to  all  countries, 
according  to  the  General  Keport  already  referred  to,  was,  in 
round  numbers,  1,320,000,  the  one-sixth  of  which  gives  the 
above  number  precisely ! 

We  ask  again  the  full  significance  of  this  huge  fact. 
Does  it  not  cover  completely  the  two  imjiutations  marked 


50 


A   WORD    ON  THE  MERITS. 


LAKES  OF  KILLARNEY — TORC  CASCADE  AND  MIDDLE  LAKE. 


"4"  and  "7"  in  our  promises — the  one  referring  to  in- 
dustry, the  other  to  economy  ?  Does  it  nor.  speak,  besides, 
of  a  big  heart,  a  determined  purpose,  a  persistent  assiduity, 
a  sublime  sense  of  responsibility,  the  most  exalted  patriot- 
ism and  the  purest  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  ? — a  virtue  which 
keeps  the  mass  of  Irishmen  poorer  than  tliey  otherwise 
would  be  at  home  and  abroad.  The  Irish  come  here  em- 
phatically and  incomparably  tlie  poorest  class  of  immi- 
grants, and  they  will  remain,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
poorest  for  generations.  In  the  race  of  life  a  good  start  is 
all-important.  Impetus  is  the  only  positive  element  in 
momentum.  Society  is  a  ladder,  in  climbing  which  it  is  no 
easy  matter  to  pass  the  man  before  you ;  and  if  the  man 
beliind  has  to  carry,  besides,  the  inconvenient  weight  of  a 
big  heart,  it  is  sure  to  "keep  his  head  under."     By  toiling 


and  moiling  and  self-abnegation  he  rises  in  time  to  the 
dignity  of  eighty  or  ninety  dollars,  with  which  he  has  no 
sooner  shaken  hands  tlian  ho  pai'ts,  to  "bring  over"  some 
dear  one  whose  shadow  on  the  floor  is  the  sunshine  of 
heaven  to  his  heart.  Thus  he  delilierately  breaks  the 
upper  rung  under  his  weary  feet,  to  find  himself  at  the  foot 
of  the  ladder  once  more,  but  this  time  with  a  little  lulus 
under  his  arm  or  his  gray-haired  Anchises  on  his  back. 

Sketch  now  the  grotesque  group  in  all  the  relief  of  light 
and  shade — see,  it  curls  the  lip  of  ridicule,  but  see,  too,  it 
moistens  the  eye  of  virtue — the  cockney  grins  contempt, 
but  the  angels  of  God  drop  tears  of  sympathy  and  appro- 
bation. 

Oh!  it  is  a  great  calumny  to  say  those  people  are  not  in- 
dustrious, people  who  have  scattered  themselves  over  the 
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wliolc  civilized  globe  in  quest  of  ciiiploynieut,  over  all 
England,  over  all  Scotland,  over  all  Canada,  over  all 
colonized  Australia,  over  all  these  American  States.  Not 
one  Catholic  nation  in  Europe  whei'e  they  are  not  to  bo 
met  with  in  more  or  less  numbers,  more  particularly  in 
France,  Spain  and  Austria.  "Never,"  .said  Archduke 
Charles,  ot  Austria,  to  Colonel  O'Shea,  who  commanded 
3,000  Austrians  at  the  great  battle  of  Wagram,  "Never 
"was  the  House  of  Austria  better  officered  than  when 
"  possessing  so  many  Irish,  ot  whom,  at  one  time,  upwards 
"of  thirty  were  generals."  (WakeQeld,  p.  573,  vol.  3.) 
France  at  one  time  had  20,000  Irish,  commanded  by  their 
own  Irish  officers,  in  one  phalanx  of  her  army.  (See 
O'Conner's,  O'Callaghan's  and  D'Altan's  Military  Memoirs 
ot  the  Irish  in  the  service  of  France.) 

ANOTMKR    r.[<l    l-.-il-r    IX   THE   SAME    DIRECTION. 
It  may  nut  be  L;ruenilly  Uimwu  in  this  cnuntry  thai  irholf 


ihip'luads  ot  laborei's  from  the  west  ot  Ireland  cross  the 
Irish  Sea  tiviee  every  year,  with  the  punctuality  of  the 
autumnal  equinox.  The  iiunual  migration  used  to  be  from 
40,000  to  60,000.  They  go  to  cut  down  and  save  the 
English  harvest,  and  they  come  back  in  a  few  weeks  to 
save  their  own  !  And  it  is  an  uncolored  fact,  that  before 
the  Midland  Great  Western  Eailroad  was  opened  for  transit, 
about  1848,  the  entire  journey  of  these  indefatigable 
thonsands,  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  to  Dublin,  and 
from  Liverpool  throughout  central  and  southern  England, 
was  trudged  on  toot !  The  Channel  voyage  to  Liverpool  or 
Holyhead  used  to  be  made  on  open  decks,  exposed  to  the 
surf  of  the  sea  and  the  cataracts  of  heaven  ;  while  the  ex- 
ported cattle  and  hcrses  (English  property,  mind,)  were 
under  cover  in  the  same  vessel !  This  we  have  seen  with 
our  own  eyes  and  can  attest  on  oatli. 

Wo  ask   now,    do   Ihn  annals  of    toil   record   anything 
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parallel  to  these  extraordinary  efforts  to  live  1  So  much 
for  the  industry  of  these  poor  people,  not  only  abroad,  but 
at  home ;  and  as  to  their  econojny,  we  do  sincerely  believe 
that  few  Americans  can  form  a  just  conception  of  it, 
without  drawing  upon  a  creative  imagination.  These  thou- 
sands return  home  with  every  penny  they  have  earned, 
minus  only  that  for  transit  and  a  dry  crust.  Hero  are 
economy  of  time  and  economy  of  means — of  time,  in 
turning  the  interval  between  the  two  harvests  to  such  won- 
derful account ;  and  of  means,  in  the  wretched  stinginess 
which  the  poor  fellows  are  compelled  to  perpetrate  upon 
their  own  animal  needs,  with  money  in  their  pockets — as 
the  law's  Shyloch  must  have  his  pound  of  flesh  ;  in  the 
words  of  MeCulloch,  "  The  anxiety  of  the  peasantry  to 
"procure  the  means  of  paying  their  rent,  though  at  the 
"  expense  of  their  comforts." 

Precisely  identical  is  the  testimony  of  the  Chambers,  of 
Edinburgh : 

"  During  the  hay  and  corn  harvests  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, the  service  of  the  Irish  laborers  are  voi'y  important. 
They  are  generally  sober,  well-coiiducted,  and  inoffensive; 
laboring  hard  and  living  hard,  that  they  may  bring  their 


earnings  home  to  pay  the  rent  of  their  little  farm-  or  dwell- 
ing. A  spalpeen,  or  harvest-man,  carries  home  from  four 
to  eight  or  ten  pounds;  to  do  which,  he  is  contented,  while 
away,  almost  to  starve  himself."  ('•  Information  for  the 
People,"  vol.  1,  p.  660.) 

Strange  facts  indeed  and  strange  testimony  from  aliens 
to  bring  home  to  this  people  the  charges  of  indolence  and 
improvidence !  Even  the  more  feasible  accusation  of  in- 
temperance unfortunately  but  too  common  among  almost 
every  civilized  people,  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  (the 
former  having  many  "a  cloak  "  to  cover  it,  from  the  closed 
carriage  which  picks  their  tottering  steps  from  the  public 
street  to  the  curtained  couch  where  they  sleep  it  off  at  their 
perfect  leisure) — even  this  accusation  of  intemperance  is 
covered  by  the  body  of  testimony  on  these  "  sober,  well 
conducted  and  inoffensive"  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
s.ands  who,  of  all  the  people  in  insular  Europe,  have  the 
most  need  of  drowning  their  hardshijis  in  the  popular  cup 
of  oblivion.  Would  to  God  we  could  say  as  much  of  the 
same  grade  of  society  on  this  continent. 

No  doubt  the  extraordinary  facts  above  go  far  to  cover 
the  whole    ground    of    our    present    twofold    contention. 
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They  certainly  diMiiolish  completely  and  utterly  the  charge 
of  indolence, whether  asserted  of  the  Irishman  at  home  or  of 
hir:  brother  abroad.  For  this  distinction  between  the  two 
is  now  made,  or  at  least  came  to  be  made,  since  the  tide  of 
emigration  set  in  with  its  counter-blast  against  the  old 
sweeping  slander  of  the  wliole  race.  Names  nnder  this 
aspersion  liavegone  out  liy  the  million  to  become  synonyms 
cif  ]irosperous  industry  in  every  sphere  of  human  activity 
I  lie  world  over — many  having  shone  as  beacon  lights  in 
cliurch  and  state,  in  literature  and  art,  in  the  army  and  the 
navy,  in  medicine  and  surgery,  in  legislation  and  jurisprn- 
denee,  as  well  as  in  husbandry,  manufactures  and  commerce. 
As  respects  the  C'liurch,  does  she  not  literally  swarm  willi 
them  wherever  the  modern  vernacular  of  Ireland  obtains, 
as  in  this  country  and  Auslnilia?  and  what  other  vocation 
can  hold  a  candle  for  that  of  the  Church  as  a  merit-voucher 
in  every  true  sense  of  the  word  merit?  What  other  calling 
of  life  so  completely  excludes  the  very  idea  of  indolence 
and  improvidence?  Here  is  a  notorious  fact  of  the  very 
highest  significance  and  right  to  the  point,  as  the  bishops. 


priests,  moidcs  and  nuns,  of  whom  we  speak,  belong  almost 
exclusively  to  the  hard-working  mass  of  the  race.  The 
last  or  female  division  of  these  four  classes  outnumbers,  we 
think,  all  the  others  combined,  and  where  on  the  face  of 
God's  earth  can  be  found  among  the  industrial  walks  of 
life  out  in  the  world  such  incarnate  models  of  industry, 
frugality,  prudence,  foresight,  self-abnegation,  life-long  de- 
votion to  duty  and  every  moral  virtxie,  as  these  nuns  and 
sisters  spread  all  over  the  globe  by  the  thousand  ?  Our 
immense  American  Hierarchy  of  to-day  is  swelled  by  model 
men  of  many  nationalities,  American,  German,  French. 
Sjianish,  Italian,  Dutch.  Flemish  and  Iri.sh,  to  which  last 
belong  nearly  one-lmlf  of  all  the  seventy-eight  Bishops  and 
nine  out  of  the  fourteen  Archbishops — every  man  of  them 
from  and  of  the  people  !  The  same  is  true  of  our  only  two 
Cardinals,  of  the  first  Papal  Legate  and  of  the  first  Bishop 
and  father  of  this  wonderful  Hierarchy. 

If  the  annals  of  the  money-making  world  show  no  such 
record  of  this  race,  is  it  not  pretty  evident  that  this  race  has 
more  leaning  for  the  service  of  God  than  for  the  service  of 
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the  money-making  world  !  Or  nnist  wo  take  the  siill  more 
flattering  alternative  that  the  Spouse  of  Christ,  being  a 
better  judge  of  character  than  a  selfish  world,  deposits  in 
the  bank  least  likely  to  fail !  Be  this  as  it  may,  and  not  to 
go  outside  these  (States,  see  the  countless  numbers  of  poor 
exiles  of  Erin  whose  children  have  risen  to  wealth  and 
prominence  without  the  inheritance  of  a  dollar !  Look  at 
the  portraits  of  one  married  couple  among  these  exiles,  as 
given  in  Franh  Leslie's  Popular  Monlhhj  of  November,  '88, 
(and  very  likely  in  several  other  illustrated  magazines  too), 
and  do  they  not  strike  you  as  those  of  a  very  depressed  pair 
indeed  belonging  to  the  poorest  grade  of  the  persecuted 
Catholic  peasantry,  as  if  they  had  just  come  over  from  their 
tumbled  cabin  without  one  penny  of  compensation  on  the 
part  of  the  landlord?  But  what  claim  is  that  for  their 
pictures  in  the  magazines?  None  at  all ;  only  their  son 
had  just  died  and  he  was  coinmander-in-chief  of  the 
United  States  Army,  "the  Hero  of  Winchester !  "  Some- 
thing like  this  had  happened  before,  and  if  John  Bull  could 
only  have  foreseen  it,  they'd  surely  be  one  married  couple 


less  among  poor  Irish  emigrants ;  hiv  the  son  of  that  pair, 
as  President  of  this  Republic,  turned  Johnny  up  on  his 
knee  and  gave  him  such  a  spanking  down  there  at  New 
Orleans  that  ho  ran  back  home  crying  to  his  mother! 
True,  these  cases  are  exceptional,  but  exceptional  in  degree 
only,  most  certainly  not  in  kind,  as  the  records  of  the  late 
civil  war  amply  attest.  And  if  we  turn  from  the  battle- 
field to  the  corn-field  or  the  counter,  the  mine  or  the  factory, 
we  see  in  every  quarter  "exceptional  cases,"  so  to  call 
them,  beyond  counting,  some  simply  surprising,  and  that  of 
the  immigrants  themselves,  without  waiting  for  their  chil- 
dren to  give  tlie  credit  to  the  American  soil  of  their  birth. 
Witness  the  Mackeys,  the  Floods,  the  Kelleys,  the  Banni- 
gans,  tlie  Donohues,  the  O'Briens  and  others,  once  poor 
Irish  boys,  landing  on  these  shores  almost  without  a  dollar 
and  now  ranking  with  the  richest  men  around  them,  a  few 
even  with  the  noted  millionaires  of  the  continent !  It  is  not 
fair  to  point  to  the  mass  of  sti'uggling  industry,  and  even 
poverty,  out  of  which  these  men  have  risen  without  any 
thought  of   the  Jive  millions  a  year  above  (page  38)  and 
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without  any  thought  of  their  condition  at  lantling,  and 
without  any  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  Census  Bulletin 
No.  357,*  published  last  February,  asserts  that  of  the  Irish 
element  in  the  population  of  the  United  States,  1,871,509 
were  actually  born  in  Ireland.  This  is  the  highest  foreign- 
born  population  (that  of  Germany  excepted)  contributed  by 
any  of  the  twenty-six  nationalities  named  in  the  census,  and 
it  is  only  within  the  last  dozen  years  or  so  that  even  the 
German  Empire  eauie  to  beau  exception  either!  Of  course 
this  fraction  of  the  century  could  not  possibly  counter- 
balance the  whole  past,  so  the  fact  is  manifest  that  up  to 
this  hour  the  largest  foreign  element  in  the  population  of 
this  nation  is  that  contributed  bv  Ireland. t     What  wonder 


•  Pafj^e  two  of  the  BuUutlu  lias  this  remark  at  "Englau'l,"  whioh  is 
sixth,  (coming  after  "Irolanff,"  .in, I  before  "Soollaiid"  ami  *'WaIes" 
lu  the  list  of  twenty-six;  England  '*  inchuins  (treat  Britain,  nnt  sped ffil." 
So  Eiijilanii  gets  credit  for  all  the  Scotoli  and  Welsh  here,  wh^»  said 
they  were  born  in  Great  Britain  ( tlieirowu  native  national  divisions 
"  not  siiecifled.")  What  wonder  that  her  nnnihers  In  this  e(»nnlr'y. 
ineludlng  thousands  of  Irisli  parentage,  swell,  as  per  tills  Bulletin, 
to  very  nearly  one-half  of  our  Irlyh  count  above  ! 

t  In  proof  of  this,  here  are  the  tacts.  The  census  of  1850  was  the 
fir'il  to  give  tlie  foreign  nati'UiaUtles  of  birth,  all  utider  sixteen 
heads,  Germany  and  Ireland  getting  by  far  the  highest  credits, 
Total   forelyu-born   population  here,  that  year,  2,214,602;  of  which 


then  that  her  children  here  present  industrial  contrasts 
more  striking,  because  more  extreme,  than  those  of  any 
other  people? 

The  Arts  Outla'wed  -Industry  Punished. 


ALTERNATIVES  5  and  6 — LABOR  LIMITED  AND  STARVED. 


No  blotting  out  of  history  these  words  of  an  English 
King:  "  I  shall  do  all  (hat  in  me  lies  to  discourage  the 
woolen  manufactHre  in  Irela?id  !  "  Such  the  answer  of 
William  III.  to  a  complaint  that  the  woolen  industry  of 
h'oland  was  flourishing  to  the  injury  of  the  same  industry 
in  England.     That  complaint  calling  for  the  suppression  of 

number  583,774  were  Germans  and  961,710  Irish.  Total  in  1860. 
4.l;)8,697,  of  whom  1,276,U75  were  born  in  Germany  and  1,611,304  were 
born  in  Ireland.  Total  1870,  5,507,229,  of  whom  1,690,533  were  born 
in  Germany  and  1,855,827  in  Ireland.  In  1880,  for  the  first  time, 
Germany  sliows  the  most,  to  wit,  1,906,742  out  of  an  aggregate 
foreign-born  return  of  6,670,943,  of  whicli  number  1,854,571  were 
born  in  Ireland.  The  census  returns  of  February  last  show  llltle 
increase  for  Ireland,  but  a  very  large  augmentation  for  Gertnauy, 
which  is  credited  with  2,784,894  out  of  a  total  foreign-born  count  of 
9.249,547;  but  of  course  this  is  too  recent  to  counterdct  the  constant 
Irish  majorities  and  their  natural  increase  for  gmeratinna  as  llie 
largest /orei^rt  dement  here  to-day. 
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the  Ii-isli  trade  in  woolen  goods  proceeded  from  no  less  a 
source  than  holh  Houses  of  the  English  Parliament ! — 
sufficient  proof  of  the  gravity  of  the  case.  That  was  exactly 
two  hundred  years  ago,  another  significant  fact  in  more 
senses  than  one,  but  one  will  do  us  here — over  that  Irish 
industry  (rooted  in  tlie  affections  of  the  people  even  in  the 
days  of  Edward  III.)  had  rolled  in  fifty  years  three  long 
and  bloody  wars  in  quick  succession,  including  the 
"scourge"  of  Cromwell  and  the  war  of  the  Revolulion; 
yet  here,  at  the  close  of  this  last  struggle  and  tlie  tenllilc 
seventeenth  century,  is  the  English  Parliament  complaining 
to  its  King  that  the  Irish  trade  ei'en  titen  continued  to 
supplant  the  English  trade,  not  only  in  the  foreign,  but 
likewise  in  the  colonial  market !  Yes,  and  first  of  .all,  in 
tlie  English  market  too!  till  excluded  by  an  express  act 
of  Parliament,  imposing  the  penalties  of  confiscation  miuI 
transportation.  So  brisk  the  home  and  foreign  marl;ct  for 
the  Irish  goods,  that  numbers  of  English  artisans  crossed 
over  and  settled  down  in  the  Liberties  of  Dublin,  then  one 
flourisliing  centre  of  the  woolen  manufacture.  We  liave 
given  the  English  King's  answer  to  the  appeal  of  his  own 
Parliament,  but  it  is  such  interesting  reading  let  us  stereo- 
type it  in  duplicate :  "  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  I  shall  do 
all  tliat  in  me  lies  to  discourage  the  tvoolen  manufacture  in 
Ireland.'"  He  kept  his  word  for  once,  by  signing  more 
than  one  bill  against  the  woolen  industry  of  Ireland,  which 
then  supported  thousands  all  over  the  country  in  every 
province— Dublin,  Athy,  Tullagh,  Baltinglass,  Birr,  Chap- 
pelizod,  Charleville,  Limerick,  Bruff,  Cork,  Bandon,  Con- 
naught,  etc.  The  works  at  Clonmel  "employed  many 
liuudreds  of  people,  and  made  as  good  cloth  and  stuffs  as 
England  could  produce,"  as  Lawrence  ("  Interest  of 
Ireland,"  p.  188,)  attests.  And  this  long  after  the  enact- 
ment of  the  law,  13th  of  Charles  II.,  chapter  4,  imposing 
heavyduties  in  England  on  Irish  woolens  imported  into  that 
country,  and  also  after  the  Act  15th,  chapter  7,  of  the  same 
reign,  excluding  all  Irish  "exports  of  value"  from  the 
colonies  and  Irish  cattle  from  England.  "  In  the  history  of 
710  other  country  is  a  series  of  legislative  decrees  to  be  met 
with,"  says  a  voluminous  writer,  George  Lewis  Smith, 
"such  as  were  aimed  against,  not  the  woolen  manufacture 
solely,  but  the  whole  trade  of  Ireland  from  the  year  IGOO 
to  the  year  1699."     Hear  Lecky  : 

"The  main  industry  of  Ireland  has  been  deliljerately  de" 
stroyed  because  it  Iiad  so  prosfiered  that  Euglisli  manufac- 
turers liad  begun  to  regard  it  as  a  competitor  witli  tbeir 
own.     It  is  true,  indeed,  that  a  promise  was  made  that  the 


linen  and  hempen  manufacture  should  be  encouraged  as  a 
compensation,  but  even  if  it  had  been  a  fast  principle  that 
a  nation  should  be  restricted  by  force  of  law  to  one  or  tu'o 
forms  of  industry,  tliere  was  uo  proportion  beticeen  that 
wliicth  was  destroyed  and  that  whiclt,  was  to  be  fai'ored, 
and  no  real  reciprocity  established  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. 

"The  English  nltcrly  suppressed  the  existing  woolen 
manufacture  in  Ireland  in  order  to  reserve  that  industry  en- 
tirely to  themselves.  But  the  Euglisli  and  Scotcli  con- 
tinued, as  usual,  tlicir  manufacture  of  linen.  The  Irish 
woolen  trade  was  ruined  in  1699,  Ijut  no  legislative  encour- 
agement was  given  to  the  Irish  linen  maiuifacture  till  170.5, 
when,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  Irish  Parliament,  the 
Irish  were  allowed  to  export  their  white  and  In-own  linens, 
but  these  only  to  the  British  colonies,  and  they  were  not 
permitted  to  bring  any  colonial  goods  in  return.  The 
Irish  linen  manufacture  was  undoulitedly  encouraged  by 
bounties,  but  not  until  1743.  when  tlie  country  had  sunlc 
into  a  condition  of  appalling  wretchedness.  In  spite  of 
the  compact  of  1698,  the  hempen  manufacture  was  so  dis- 
couraged that  it  positively  ceased.  Disabling  duties  were 
imposed  on  Irish  sail  cloth  imported  into  England.  Irish 
checked,  striped,  and  dyed  linens  were  alisolutely  excluded 
from  the  colonies.  They  were  virtually  excluded  from  Eng- 
land by  the  imposition  of  a  duty  of  30  per  cent.,  and  Ireland 
was  not  allowed  to  ])articipate  in  the  bounties  granted  for 
the  exportation  of  these  descriptions  of  linen  from  Great 
Britain  to  foreign  countries."  ("  English  in  Ireland,"  vol. 
11,  p.  177.) 

Such  the  punio  faith  of  the  selfish  coward  and  bully, 
every  word  of  the  historian  corroborated  by  Lord  Rocking- 
ham in  the  English  House  of  Lords. 

When  Cromwell  did  his  best  to  make  a  desert  and  call  it 
peace,  even  his  own  countrymen  tried  to  open  his  eyes  to 
the  injury  his  brutish  nature  was  inflicting  on  English 
settlers  in  Ireland.  One  Vincent  Gookin  published  a  re- 
monstrance in  which  this  testimony  is  given  : 

"  Moreover,  there  are  few  of  the  Irish  peasantry  but  were 
skillful  in  husbandry  and  more  exact  tlian  any  of  the  Eng- 
lish in  the  hnslianilry  proper  to  tlio  country,  few  of  the 
women  but  were  skillful  in  dressing  hemp  and  flax,  and 
making  woolen  cloth.  In  every  hundred  men  there  were 
five  or  six  masons  and  carpenters,  at  least,  and  much  more 
skillful  in  supplying  tlie  defects  of  instruments  and  materials 
than  English  artificers." 

And  long  before  Cromwell  the  iron  mines  and  mills  of 
Ireland  gave  extensive  employment  in  every  one  of  the  four 
provinces.  Our  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  .Tohn  P.  Soanlan's 
book,  "  Why  Ireland  is  Poor,"  tells  the  plain  truth  at  page 
23  in  the  following  extract,  which  the  old  ISTatural  History  of 
Ireland  by  Boate  (written  nearly  three  hundred  years  ago) 
and  a  still  higher  authority.  Dr.  Kane,  fully  support,  as  we 
have  taken  the  troulile  to  verify  : 

"  At  the  opening  of  the  sixteenth  century  iron  mills  were 
located  in  Tallow,  county  Cork,  Dingle,  in  Kerry,  and 
in  Desart,  in  King's  county. 

"  Mines  were  worked  in  Fermanagh. Cavan, Tyrone, Queen's 
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coimty.  Clare,  Roscommon  ami  Leitriin.  Tlic.  product  of 
tlipse  mines,  after  being  manufactured,  was  generally  shipped 
from  Waterford  to  London.  So  that  over  three  hundred 
years  ago  the  capital  of  the  British  Km[iire  was  supplied 
with  iron  from  Ireland.  It  that  industry  had  been  care- 
fully niirtureil  n|i  to  this  time.  Ireland  would  not  now  have 
a  periodical  famine,  nor  would  her  children  be  scattered 
over  the  earth,  the  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water. 
England  saw  and  feared  this,  ami.  through  n^strietive  laws 
and  the  agency  of  British  gold  and  British  protection, 
transferred  those  industries  to  herself,  resulting  in  weallli 
for  England  and  poverty  for  Ireland." 

Sir  William  Petty  reported  to  the  Government  that  there 
were  then  in  all  Ireland  G.OOO  smelting  iron  factories  in 
full  blast! — all  destroyed  by  English  jealousy  I 

Here  is  the  high  corroboration  of  Kane :  "  Some  cen- 
"  turies  ago  Ireland  presented  a  picture  of  manufacturing 
"industry.  *  *  *  Covered  with  forests  and  possessing 
"iron  ore.  as  we  shall  hereafter  show,  of  the  highest  purity 
"in  great  abundance,  Ireland  was  sprinkled  over  with 
"small  iron  works  in  which  the  wood  charcoal  was  eni- 
■'  ployed;  and  thus  iron  manufactured  of  excellent  quality — ■ 


"in  fact,  xiich  as  we  now  im^)i>rl  frinii  Sioedan  and  Russia 
'''for  all  f/tp.  finer  purposes  of  cullery  and  mechanism." 

TirR<lWN    ON     THE     T.ANO,     ROnBEIl     BV    THE     LANDLORDS. 

This  must  sufTice  to  show  how,  one  by  one,  the  manufac- 
turing industries  of  Ireland  were  ruined  and  put  out  of  the 
way  by  England  for  her  own  selfish  and  unscrupulous  ends, 
thus  crou'diru/  the  working  classes  on  the  land  for  employ- 
ment with  this  necessary  and,  indeed,  inevitable  result — tlie 
most  terrible  competition  for  its  possession  of  which  history 
has  any  record  in  modern  times.  Being  the  only  means  of 
supporting  existence  for  seven-eighths  of  the  population, 
thousands  were  compelled  to  suljniit  to  every  exaction  of 
the  landlords,  even  to  tlie  parting  with  the  whole  fruits  of 
their  toil,  except  a  single  vegetable  to  keep  soul  and  hodtj 
together — every  head  of  cattle,  every  slieep,  every  liog, 
every  crop  of  wheat,  of  oats,  of  barley,  etc.,  even  the  few 
hens  and  their  very  eggs ! 

Here  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Land  Commis- 
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sion,  presided  over  by  Lord  Devon,  and  presented  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  in  1845.  This  document  mainly 
consists  of  solemn  depositions,  affirmed  on  oath.  The 
witness  before  us  is  an  agricultural  laborer  named  Michael 
Sullivan.  The  more  detailed  quotation  of  the  questions 
and  answers  is  precluded  by  our  limits  : 

"  Under  whom  do  you  hold  your  house  ?  " 

"Under  a  farmer  nameil  Dauiel  Regau;  just  a  liouse  and 
an  acre  of  ground." 

'■  What  do  you  pay  for  it  ?  '' 

"£3;  £3  for  the  acre,  and  £1  for  the  liouse." 

''  Have  you  the  acre  always  in  the  same  place  ?  " 

"  The  acre  I  have  this  year  I  cannot  liave  it  next  year; 
he  will  have  it  himself.  /  ihiiiI  manure  another  arrr  :  and 
without  friends,  I  could  not  live." 

■'Have  you  constant  employment?" 

^^No;  but  whenever  he  wishes  to  call  me,  he  gives  nio 
Grf.  a  day  and  my  diet;  and  then  at  otlier  times  /  ijii  ilmrn 
into  tlie  country,  and  earn  tl  or  OOs." 

"  What  family  have  you  ?  " 


"Five  children,  the  oldest  twelve  years — seven  of  us  to 
be  supported." 

"  \\'hat  is  your  general  food  ?  " 

"■Notliinii  but  dr;/  jiotatoes.  Not  a  drop  of  milk.  T 
would  think  myself  middling  happy  if  I  could  give  the 
children  that.  The  farmers  in  tlie  same  district,  except  one 
out  of  a  hundred,  cannot  drink  a  pint  of  sour  milk,  among 
five  in  family,  from  about  Christmas  until  about  the  17th  of 
March,  or  so ;  and  then  generally  they  are  forced  to  sell 
their  sour  milk  to  meet  tlie  rent,  or  pawn  their  clothes." 

"  Have  you  a  pig  ?" 

'•  Yes.  Tie  must  be  kept  in  some  part  of  the  house,  in  a 
corner.  I  might  make  room  outside  for  tlie  pig,  if  I  j/'a.s 
sure  of  the.  liouse  for  a  second  year;  liut  I  do  not  mean  to 
go  to  tlie  trouble;  and  many  the  same  as  me  do  not  do  so, 
not  being  sure  of  tlie  house  for  a  second  year." 

There  is  the  whole  case  in  a  nutshell,  and  upon  oath. 
There  are  the  toil  without  industry,  the  industry  without 
reward,  the  improving  of  the  soil  and  the  improved  soil 
taken  away  every  year,  the  insecurity  of  tenure,  the  pinch- 


*Ontlie  east  bauk  of  the  Sliaimon,  ( the  largest  river  iu  the  British  I.sle.s),  the  ruius  sliown  In  our  illustratiou  above  are  all  tliat 
reinain  of  au  ancient  city  and  a  great  ecolostastio-il  centre,  antedating  the  ftrst  arriv.al  of  the  English  by  .six  hundred  years. 

We  don't  claim  this  antiquity  Cor  the  Sligo  aiul  other  .ablieys  illustrated  above.  It  is  (luite  siiflicieni  for  our  purjjo.se  that  Engl-and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  them. 
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ing  economy,  the  selling  of  the  necessaries  of  life  to  meet 
the  rent,  the  striiiniiig  to  pay  it  faithfully,  the  migratory 
trudgings  in  quest  of  work,  the  faithful  return  to  wife  and 
children,  the  compelled  uncloanliness,  as  respects  the  pii;, 
and  the  compelled  "  indolence  "  which  will  not  builil  him  a 
mansion  outside. 

What  Michael  Sullivan  says  here  of  Daniel  Regan,  tha 
Daniel  Regans  have  to  say  of  the  Hawardens,  the  Trenches, 
the  Pollocks,  the  Adairs  and  the  Plunkets.  The  poor 
cottier  is  ground  by  the  farmer,  because  the  farmer  is 
ground  by  the  middle-man,  upon  whom  the  lord  of  the 
soil,  rioting  in  luxury  or  debauchery  in  London  or  Paris, 
on  the  Rhine  or  on  the  Danube,  keeps  tight  the  pecuniary 
screw.  Mr.  Smyth  anirnis  (|i.  30)  that  the  members  of  this 
poor  tenant's  class  "are  to  be  counted,  not  by  thousands, 
hut  by  millions."     As  the  asscrl;ion  statuls  without  proof, 


we  beg  to  supply  it.  At  the  time  referred  to,  according  to 
the  census  of  1841,  there  were  in  Ireland  310,430  very  small 
farms,  of  from  one  to  five  acres  each ;  and  of  holdings 
under  one  acre,  there  were  685,309.  Here  are  99.5,745  very 
poor  laiul  tenants,  and  allowing  to  each  any  domestic  re- 
sponsibility you  please,  as  respects  wife  and  children,  father 
or  mother,  brother  or  sister,  how  literally  true  is  it  that  the 
members  of  Michael  Sullivan's  class  "are  to  he  counted  by 
millions  !  "  And  where  is  the  wonder,  when,  according  to 
the  same  census,  nearly  seven-eighths  of  the  population, 
precisely  7,039,659,  depended  for  subsistejicc  on  agricul- 
ture !  See  Thorn's  (Dublin)  Almanac,  an  official  authority, 
for  any  year  from  '41  to  '51.  Having  gone  from  province 
to  province,  from  county  to  county,  and  town  to  town, 
having  heard  all  the  testimony  of  laiuUords  as  well  as  of 
tenants,  and  placed  every  word  of  it  on  record,  the  Devon 


*  Xo  siioli  Iiupurtiitg  ecolesiaslicjil  ruin  In  Eaglaud  as  thison  Uu)  Rook  of  Cashel.  Our  lllusa-atloit  showa  one  oC  the  jn-ehisloric  Rouml 
Towera,  wnid  to  antedate  St.  Patrick  In  Ireland,  and  alao  tlio  Cathodral,  but  It  does  not  ahow  the  greatest  wonder  of  all,  Cannae's  Chapel, 
all  rook,  oven  the  root,  a  marvel  of  arohltectui'o  and  souliiturc  in  almost  perfect  preservation,  though  long  antedating  the  English 
Invasion  In  the  twelfth  oeutury. 
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Commissioners,  every  one  of  them  an  Irish  landlord,  placed 
on  the  same  record  their  own  solemn  and  unmiimous  con- 
chision.  The  reader  cannot  but  be  curious  to  know  it. 
Here  it  is,  that  he  may  judge  for  himself  how  far  Michael 
Sullivan  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  representative  man,  and  how 
far  his  testimony  on  oath  is  to  be  credited  : 

"The  agricultural  laborers  of  Ireland  suffer  the  greatest 
privations  and  hardships — they  depend  upon  precarious 
and  casual  empli>yment  for  subsistence — tliey  are  badly 
housed,  badly  fed,  badly  clothed,  and  badly  paid  for  their 
labors — it  would  be  impossible  to  describe  adequately  tlie 
sufferings  and  privations  which  the  cottiers  and  lalinrers 
and  their  families  in  most  parts  of  the  country  oiulnre — in 
many  districts  their  only  food  is  the  potato,  their  beverage 
water — their  cabins  are  seldom  a  protection  against  the 
weather — a  bed  or  a  blanket  is  a  rare  luxury — nearly  in  all, 
their  pig  and  their  manure  heap  constitute  their  only  jirop- 
erty — a  large  propoT'tion  of  the  entire  population  comes 
within  the  designation  of  agricultural  laboi-ers,  and  endure 
sufferings  ^rea/e;-  than  the  people  of  any  oflier  coruiiry  in 
Europe  have  to  sustain  *  *  *  It  would  be  ini]iossil)li'  fur 
language  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  state  of  distress  to  which 
the  ejected  tenantry  have  been  reduced,  or  of  the  disease, 
misery,  and  even  vice  which  they  have  projmgated  in  the 
towns  wherein  they  have  settled  ;  so  that  not  only  they  who 
have  been  ejected  have  been  rendered  miserable,  bnt  they 
have  carried  with  them  and  propagated  their  misery  where- 
ever  they  have  dwelt." 

When  a  parliamentary  court  of  Irish  landlords  thus  testi- 
fies against  their  own  Class,  how  overwhelming  nmst  have 
been  the  testimony  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed  ! 

Nor  is  this  testimony  one  iota  more  trnstworthy  or  i'espcct- 
able  than  that  of  Wakefield,  whose  great  pains  to  ascertain 
the  truth  in  this  matter  have  left  behind  a  record  fully  as 
ponderous  and  nearly  as  minute  as  that  of  the  Land  Com- 
mission. The  fact  that  he  preceded  Lord  Devon  by  an 
interval  of  thirty-six  years  is  very  much  to  the  pui']iose,  as 
showing  that  the  present  of  Ireland  is  ah  unmitigated  be- 
quest of  the  horrid  past.  The  array  of  facts  presented  by 
this  laborious  investigator,  from  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, with  all  the  corroborative  circumstances  of  names  and 
places  and  dates,  puts  us  to  our  wits'  end  to  determine  what 
to  select  or  where  to  commence.  In  this  dilemma  let  us 
simply  follow  liis  own  arrangement.  From  volume  1  wc 
take  the  following,  the  captions  and  italics  are  our  own: 

EXACTING   THE   SAME   RENT   TWICE  ! 

"Six  months'  credit  is  generally  given  on  the  rents,  which 
is  called  '  the  hanging  gale.'  This'is  one  of  the  great  levers 
of  oppression  by  which  the  lower  classes  are  kept  in  a  kind 
of  perpetual  bondage,  tor  as  every  family  .almost  holds  some 
portion  of  laud,  .ind  owes  half  a  year's  rent,  which  a  land- 
lord can  exact  in  a  moment,  this  debt  hangs  over  their 
heads  like  a  load  and  keeps  them  in  a  continual  stale  of 
anxiety  and  terror.  If  the  rent  is  not  ])aid  the  cattle  are 
driven  to  the  pound,  and  if  suffered  to  remain  there  a  cer- 
tain number  of  days  they  are  sold.  This  I  Iiave  frequently 
seen  done  after  the  occupytny  tenant  had  paid  his  rent  to 
the  middle-man,  irliu  liad  failed  to  2)ay  it  to  the  Itead  land- 
lord!.'*    The  numerous  instances  of  distress   occasioned 


*  "The  law  authorizes  the  landlfril  in  the  event  of  the  banltruptcy  t)f 
a  uilddle-num  to  whom  tlie  occupiers  had  paid  their  renta,  to  comn 
upon  the  latter  and  to  I'firce  them  to  pay  tliAir  rents  over  again  to  liivU" 
(M'Cuiloch,  p.  84,  vol.  2.) 


hy  this  severity.^  which  every  one  who  has  resided  in  Ireland 
must  have  witnessed,  are  truly  deplorable;  and  I  believe 
ttiem  to  be  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  those  free/uent  risings 
of  the  people,  under  various  denominations,  which  at  differ- 
ent times  have  disturbed  the  internal  tranquillity  of  the 
country. 

WHOLESALE   EXPULSION    OF    CATHOLICS    TO    MAKE    ROOM   FOB 
PROTESTANTS ! 

"At  the  same  time  he  works  for  his  landlord  at  the  small 
wages  of  5d.  per  day  ;  but  when  he  comes  to  settle  he  receives 
nothing,  as  the  food  of  his  few  sheep  is  set  off  against  what 
he  charges  for  labor.  In  this  manner  the  poor  cottier  must 
toil  without  etid  ;  while  his  family  eats  u]i  the  produce  of 
the  small  spot  of  land  he  has  hired.  This  is  called  by  the 
lower  classes  of  the  Irish  '  working  for  a  dead  horse  ; '  that 
is  to  say,  getting  in  debt.  Happening  to  dine  at  Cork  with 
Dr.  Moylan,  the  Catholic  Bishop,  he  related  to  me  the  fol- 
lowing circumstance  in  regard  to  some  townlands  belong- 
ing to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire :  These  lands  were  occu- 
pied by  two  hundred  families,  and  on  the  expiration  of 
their  leases  the  Duke's  agents  wishing  to  substitute  Prot- 
estants in  the  room  of  Catholics,  refused  to  renew  them. 
The  occupiers  finding  that  they  were  likely  to  be  deprived 
of  their  possessions,  drew  up  a  memorial  of  the  case,  which 
Dr.  Moylan  presented  to  the  Right  Honorable  Henry  Elliot, 
who  transmitted  it  to  General  Walpole.  But  what  was  the 
result?  It  was  returned  to  the  very  agent  whose  conduct 
was  censured ;  and  this  gentleman,  a  zealous  friend,  no 
doubt,  to  the  Established  Church,  disregarding  the  claims 
of  the  Catholics,  introduced  Protestants  in  tlieir  stead; 
but  interest,  which  often  assumes  the  appearance  of  liber- 
ality, and  in  many  cases  impels  men  to  do  what  they  other- 
wise would  nut,  induced  the  new  tenants  to  enter  into 
treaty  with  the  old  ones,  and  the  latter  obtained  leases  of 
their  former  lands  at  a  small  rack  rent;  but  with  this  dif- 
ference in  their  situation,  that  they  were  now  sub-tenants, 
under piersons  who  were  middle-men."     (pj).  253,  354.) 

LEVVINO    BLACKMAIL   OF   TEN   GUINEAS    ($53)    PEB   ACRE! 

"Since  I  was  last  in  Ireland  I  have  learned,  not  without 
considerable  regret,  a  circumstance  in  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  estates  in  that  country, 
which,  as  it  cannot  be  doubted,  for  I  have  it  from  the  best 
authority,  ought  to  be  publicly  known  from  one  end  of  the 
British  empire  to  the  other.  As  soon  as  the  proprietor 
came  of  age,  his  agent  sent  notice  to  all  the  tenants 
whose  leases  were  expired  that  there  could  be  no  renewal 
for  them  unless  each  consented  to  pay  a  fine  of  ten  guineas 
per  acre  !  But  this  was  not  all :  To  those  in  possession  of 
leases  a  threat  was  held  out  that  unless  they  surrendered 
their  leases,  paid  the  required  fine,  and  took  out  new  ones, 
a  mark  would  be  placed  against  their  names  in  the  rental 
book,  aiul  not  only  they,  hut  their  heirs  and  families 
would  be  forever  excluded  from  any  lieiiejit  of  a,  reneical. 
Can  words  be  found  suflicienlly  strong  to  characterize  this 
unparalleled  exaction?  Was  it  anything  else  than  levying 
a  tax  of  ten  guineas  per  acre  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  autoci-at  of  Russia  would  order  a  new  impost  by  an 
impei-ial  ukase?  The  estate  to  which  I  allude  extends  over 
many  miles  of  country,  and  refusal  on  their  part  would 
have  been  sealing  an  act  of  expatriation.  They  had  no 
alternative — they  could  only  comply:  atid  thus  the  tiard- 
earned  savings  of  many  years'  tabor  were  tcresled  from 
the  hands  of  industry  to  tte  employed,  perhaps,  for  tJie 
worst  of  purposes — to  be  spent  at  the  gaining  table — to 
pamper  luxury — or  to  gratify  the  vitiated  taste  of  profi- 
gacy  and   dissipation.     It   was  the  apparent    act  of  the 
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iiimioi-ous  agents  who  infest  tlio  estate;  hut  (he  plan  iiiuxt 
hdrii  hixii  kiiuicii  to  ami  itjtjiruivil  hy  (he  owner."  (pp.  SSti, 
257.) 

lie  reverses  the  |iiclure  tn  sliow  what  tlicse  pour,  pliiii- 
(lereil  jieople  liave  tlie  al>ility  and  inclination  to  do,  when 
I  reated  fairly : 

•■  When  at  JNIr.  Stewarfs.  al  the  Ards,  iu  Donepil,  I 
fiinnd  that  he  jiaUl  his  laborers  in  muiiey  every  Salurday 
iiii/h(.  Jle  was  the  on(i/  man  in  (he  cunnly,  perhaps, 
who  Ihonu'lit  of  it,  and  tlie  dillerence  which  it  produced 
was  nndoulitedly  striking.  1  was  there  in  company  witli 
.Sh'  William  Kowley.  his  son,  and  his  Ijrother,  the  Ivev. 
.loshna  Kowley:  and  1  remember  we  were  all  tilled  with 
aslonishinent  long  before  we  got  within  the  walls  ot  Iiis 
ilomain  at  the  appearance  of  everything  aronnd  ns,  l)eing 
cniabie  to  discover  what  niasical  power  could  ellcct  so 
speedy  and  so  uncommon  a  difference  as  we  observed,  not 
iitiltj  ill  (he  (oitt;s  of  (he  peo/ile,  hut  in  their  habitations, 
mill  irhati'fer  rise  belonijed  to  Ihein.  ^Ye,  however,  soon 
tound  I  hat  Ihesi'Ei.i,  was 

UKAOV  MOXKV,  .\X11  UEOU- 
I.Ml    WEEKl.V     I'AV.MEXTS. 

1  found  Itr.  Dudley  at 
Killown  employed  in  the 
s.ime  manner,  as  I  had 
ol'len  seen  him  at  Brad- 
well,  in  Essex,  giving 
worU  to  the  poor,  and  en- 
couraging their  honest 
industry.  I  shall  not 
easily  forget  an  ex]ires- 
sion  he  niaile  use  of  on 
Ihal  occasion;  it  deserves 
lo  lie  recorded,  and  may 
alford  a  useful  lesson  to 
those  who  arii  too  apt  to 
judge  from  jirejudice: 
•  Wakefield,  look  at  t  hese 
poor  fellows,  ami  hoiiest- 
(<l  nrlatoii'ledjie  that  an. 
irishman  can  irorlc;  Irat 
bear  this  in  mind,  (hat 
he  is  paid  every  Satur- 
day night .'  '  ' '  (pp. 
•■■)12,  513.) 


CHALICE  OF  AK0AGH.  t:o.  LONOFOItD,  composed  of   374  pieces,  gold,  silver,  &c. 
As  a  work  of  art  vniquej  rivalint/  the  Cross  of  Cong,    (lieforf.  the  English. ) 


TAKl.Nll    CATTLE    AXI)    CHOI'S    (U'   CATIIOLICS   TO   Sl'l'I'ORT   PHOT- 
ESTAXT   MIXISTERS  ! 

Wakefield  devotes  210  pages  ([uarto  of  volume  II  to  the 
shocking  Tythe  System  which,  though  now  abolished,  can 
never  be  forgotten  when  one  is  accounting  for  the  poverty  of 
Catholic  Ireland  or  holding  up  to  the  spittle  of  outraged 
reason  and  civilization  the  disgusting  kettle-of-fish  govern- 
ment. He  dwells  (English  and  Protestant  though  he  was) 
on  the  manifest  and  nnbhishing  wrong  of  compelling  Cat  ho- 
lies, who  had  a  priesthood  of  their  own  to  support,  to  hand 
over  the  tenth,  par(  of  the  produce  of  their  poor  industry,  to 
maintain,  in  "  luxury  "  and  "idleness,"  a  ministry  whose 
teachings  they  believed  to  be  false,  and  whose  services  they 
most  cordially  repudiated.  He  shows  how  tithes  of  agist- 
ment (tithes  on  pasture  lands  and  uncultivated  grounds), 
were  abolisheil  in  order  to  exempt  the  landlords  from  the 
payment  of  this  tax  for  the  supi)ort  of  their  own  clerijy! 


(p.  484.)'  He  describes  the  scenes  of  wailing  and  lamenla- 
tioii,  of  riot  ,and  bloodshed,  of  arson  and  desolation, 
produced  by  (lie  forcible  carrying  off  of  the  crops, 
and  the  impounding  of  cattle,  horses  and  swine  be- 
longing to  Catholics,  for  inability,  neglect  or  disin- 
clination to  [lay  with  punctuality  this  cruel  exaction, 
lie  calculates  that  fully  seven-eighdis  of  the  reetoral  tithes 
in  the  Province  of  Connaught  and  elsewhere  belonged  lo 
laymen  !  He  shows  how  the  Presbyterians  of  Ulster  re- 
sisted this  injustice,  and  how  gently  this  resistance  was 
met ;  while  in  the  Catholic  south  and  west  the  only  eow  of 
the  poor  widow  used  to  be  taken  from  her  little  ones,  and 
sold  at  public  cant,  to  liquidate  this  cruel  imposition  to  the 
last  farthing !  He  asserts  the  well-known  fact,  that  any 
Protestant  might  have  compelled  any  Catholic  to  dismount 
from  his  horse,  and  hand  it  over  to  the  aggressor  on  the 

liresentation  of  a  five 
pound  note,  no  matter 
what  the  value  of  the 
horse  might  have  been  ! 
Such  was  the  statute  law 
of  Ireland — no  Catholic 
could  keep  a  horse 
worth  more  than  that 
sum — so  it  was  useless, 
he  affirms,  for  the  Cath- 
olic to  take  his  griev- 
ances into  a  court  of 
justice!  And  then  he 
exclaims  in  astonish- 
ment :  "  Yet  still  the 
'  •  Catholic  s  a  re  rc- 
'■•  proached  with  pov- 
^'■crty:  a  circumstance 
"  irhirli  is  not  to  he 
•■  imputed  lo  them,  but 
"  to  those  who,  in  their  folly,  thought  it  good  policy  to 
"drive  their  wealthy  brethren  into  exile,  and  to  impose 
"on  those  who  remained  those  cruel  restrictions  which 
"deprived  them  of  every  incitement  to  industry,  and  de- 
"stroyed  the  hopes  and  power  of  promolion."  (p.  O.M.) 
Notice,  dear  reader,  how  this  single  bit  ot  testimony 
covers  one-half  of  the  eight  alternatives  above,  and  that 
from  a  stranger  iu  Ireland,  an  Englishman  and  a  Protes- 
tant!— every  word  corroborated  by  JleCulloch,  a  witness  of 
the  same  class. 

Mr.  Grilliths,  goverinnent  engineer,  and  highest  authority 
on  Irish  land-valuation,  computed  the  tithes  ot  Ireland 
paid  to  Church  of  England  ministers  at  "£821,314" 
per  annum — then  fully  five  millions  of  dollars  yearly, 
exacted  mainly  from  the  poor  Catholic  tillers  of  the  soil!! 
"Yet  the  Catholics  are  reproached  with  poverty!"  In 
1838  an  abatement  of  2.5  per  cent,  was  made,  leaving  about 
!3;3,000,000  yearly  for  collection. 
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England's  Kettle  of  Fish. 


OUR    LAST    AI/rKRNATlVE — THE    ENEMY. 


Hoc  fecit  inimiciis — "au  enemy  hath  clone  this." 
as  we  read  in  St.  Matthew  at  the  parable  of  the 
cockle.  IIovv  quickly  the  s^'ooil  man  ot  the  house 
detected  the  "hand"  of  the  ■■enemy!"  But  oin^ 
enemy  beats  his  enemy,  tlimigh  his  represents  the 
Devil;  for  the  gospel  enemy  was  content  with  sowing 
the  cockle  over  the  good  seeil,  Init  our  enemy  helps 
himself  to  tlie  whole  crop  of  llie  lalter.  to  lli,e  ileath 
of  tite  producers  hij  ald.rnilion  !  This  has  been 
shown  above  for  the  edifii'adon  of  some  fiitnre  gener- 
ation, as  the  present  one 
(liretty  generally  at  leasl  i 
knows  all  about  it  through 
its  own  eyes  and  ears,  yes 
and  stomachs  ;  tor  thous- 
ands are  living  to-day  in  and  out  of  Ireland  who  had 
evidence  ot  that  monstrosity  in  their  own  bodies, 
whilst  they  saw  it  with  their  eyes  all  around  them  in 
compUU  accomplixhmcnt.  But  the  [jresent  genera- 
tion may  want  our  rush-light  to  trace  the  past  as 
nuich  as  a  future  generation  may  need  it  to  see  the 
jircscnt.  But  why  call  uijthejiast?  Because  she's 
the  mother  of  the  still  monstrous  present  and  there's 
no  mistaking  the  parental  likeness  in  the  daughter. 
Jbireover,  this  discussion  from  its  first  line  is  purely 
and  essentially  a  tracing  of  elteets  to  their  causes,  the 
fundamental,  continual  and  true  cauees  of  a  ter- 
rible social  anomaly  and  notorious  national  scandal 
— the  conversion  (jf  a  terrestrial  paradise  into  a  hell 
upon  earth.  Plaiidy  this  is  the  Devil's  work,  tramp- 
ling on  every  direct  precept  and  every  indirect  but 
manifest  inference  of  the  ]  )eealogue  as  respects  our 
neighbor  ;  and  for  the  fJospel  of  Christ  (the  Gospel  of 


cation  hy  Ihc  coimft/  (i,?id  province,  taking  not  only  the  land, 
but  all  upon  it — houses,  live-stock,  farm-plant  and  growing 
crops  ;  then  the  futile  attempt  to  force  conscience  as  relating 
to  religion;  and  will  it  be  credited — oh,  yes  it  will  by  every 
Scotchman  at  least — that  Ireland  has  many  a  Gleu- 
coe  iii«in  its  map  as  made  by  God,  where  hospitality 
was  the  butcher's  trap  to  catch  and  slaughter! — 
l)rave  men  who  could  not  be  caught  or  coiKjuered, 
who  had  ilefied  the  enemy's  bcs^  and  worst,  giving 
lilow  for  blow,  invited  at  last  to  bury  the  hatchet 
under  the  supper  table  and  smoke  the  calumet  of 
jieace,  then  hidchercd  in  cold  blood  over  tlieir  plates, 
like  the  MaoDonalds,  of  Glencoe !  A  still  greater 
horror,  though  hardly  a  greater  infamy,  remains  to 

Vie  told,  and  the  horror 
was  greater  only  in  tlie 
iiiunbcr    of    victiuis  — 
throughout     whole 
townlands,  'parishes 
and  even  counties  the  torch   iipjilied    to  the   crops 
ill  the.  fields  and  tlie  food  of  man  and  beast  icitlt 
tlieir  habitations  tlius  destroyed  by  fire  !     I'erhaps 
the  reader  may  think  that  this  was  the  cliuuix,  but  it 
wasn't ,  for  the  brave  Anglo-Saxon  soldiery  of  England 
were  not  the  stolid  stupids  in  the  faculty  of  inven- 
tion which  they  are   so  generally  supposed  to   be; 
they  must  be  credited  with  that  refinement  in  military 
strategy  which,   looking  far  ahead,   provide  against 
jjossible  resistance  in  the  near  future  at  least,  sending 
babies  in   t/>eir  innocence  to  heaven  as  the  best  of 
escorts  and  intercessors  for  their  motliers  dispatclied 
icith  tlieni,  at  the  same  moment ! 

These  facts  cannot  be  denied;  on  the  contrary,  the 
jiro-Knghsh  .apologists,  like  Sjienser,  llolliugshed  and 
Cox,  seem  to  Iwast  of  them,  apparently  as  a  set-off 
against  the  tem]iorary  and  local  punishment  inflicted 


justice,  of  mercy,  of  forgiveness,  of  peace,  of  doing     f'Ri'«s  ok  cono.*  all  over  the  country  time  and  again  by  the  Iiish  on 

as  you  would  be  done  by),  substituting  the  evangel 

of  hate,  revenge,  insult,  detauuiticm  and  calumny,  perfidy 

and  perjury  and  treachery,  thievery  and  plunder   l)y  the 

wholesale  and   without  a  blush;  iirovocation  to  resistance 

beyond   human   endurance,  ami   that   with  the  diabolical 

motive  of  expulsion  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  and  confis- 


their  enemies.  The  victories  of  the  Irish  chieftains  at 
such  pitched  battles  as  those  of  the  Yellowford,  Benbnrb 
and  Limerick  seem  to  have  maddened  all  England.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Government  authority  of  Sir  Wm.  Petty,  the 
Rebellion  of  1041  cost  England  over  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men  !    He  certaiidy  had  opportunities  of  knowing  that: 


•This  iniraole  of  iaterwovpu  ti'acei-y  in  ooppdr  aud  brass  la  2U  feet  higli,  studded  with  i;i  jewels  ( 5  lost),  with  one  great  convex  crystal  in  the 
centre.     Before  Ikf.  English.    Soo  Illustrations,  "  Abbey  of  Cong  "  aud  "  Pigeon  Hole,"  above  for  locality. 


AV^WORD   ON   THE  MERITS. 


43 


but  how  he  couUl  liave  found  out  that  the  Irish  lost  over 
four  tiuies  as  many  we  cannot  suppose,  except  on  tlie 
principle  that  tlie  wish  is  father  to  the  thouf;ht. 

But  let  us  lieur  some  of  the  l)oastiu,E:.  .S|)enser.  tlie  ]ioet, 
was  one  of  I  he  iuva- 
ilers.  lie  came  ovei- 
as  seci'etary  to  the 
viceroy,  Loril  Orcy, 
and  was  srandly  jiro- 
vided  for  on  t  he 
l)aul<s  ami  liraes  nf 
the  hively  Aulie};.  in 
the  county  Cork,  ;iud 
the  finest  ipiarler  of 
confiscated  Desuioud. 
Here  he  composed  his 
celebrated  ••Faerie 
IJucen."  but  from 
whicli  I  he  coward  had 
to  fly  with  liis  life. 
He  retm^ned  to  Knj;- 
laud,  and  abused  tlie 
Irish  iu  all  the  iiiKfids 
and  tenses  of  his  bar- 
barous Au^lo-Saxon, 
because  lliey  would 
not  submit  to  be 
plundered  with  iiu- 
puuity. 

He  urgently  pressed 
upon  the  Knglisli 
llovernmeut  lo  reduce 
I  he  Irish  by  layiuf; 
waste  the  cro[is,  so 
that  they  might 
••  i/iiicJly  c  u  II  sit  III  If 
"  tliKiiigeli'e.n  and  de- 
"  roiir  one  atiolher!  '' 
• '  The  pi^oof  whereof, ' ' 
he  continues,  ■•  I 
"saw  .iiipirii'iilh/  iu 
■•  these  late  warres  of 
••  Mnuster  ;  for  not- 
••  withstanding  that 
"■  t  he  same  was  a  mosf 
"rich  anil  plmitiful 

"COUntrt/,    full     of  ILU'MIXATEH  TAUE,  hook  of  DI'ISKoW,   kino's  UOL'XTV.       [Lon,jh 

"corn      and     cultle, 

••that  you  wmild  have  thought  they  should  have  been  able 

••  to  stand  long,  yet  in  one  ycare  and  a  kalfe  they  were 

"brought  to  such  lov.tchednnsf!  as  that  antj  stony  licart 

■•would  hnvi;  rued  the  same.     Out  of  every  corner  of  the 

••woods  and  glynnes  they  came  creeping  forth  upon  their 


"  handes,  for  their  legijes  could  not  Ijeare  them:  t/iey  looked 
"like  anatomies  of  death:  they  spoke  like  ghosts  cryinq 
'■out  of  their  graves:  tlw.y  did  eat  the  dead  carrions, 
'happy  where  ttiey  crmtd  find  them,  yea  and  one  another 
'  soone  after  in  so  much  as  tlie  very  carcasses  they  spared 
■not  to  scrape  mit  of  their  graves,  and  if  they   found  a 

■■plot  of  water  cresses 
"or  shamrocks,  there 
"  they  flocked  as  to  a 
"feast  for  the  iivie  : 
•' ;/('/  not  able  long  to 
"  continue  there  witti- 
"  all,  that  in  short 
' '  space  there  w  e  r  e 
"  no7ie  almost  left, 
"  aiida  mostpopnions 
"  and  plentiful  coun- 
"  try  sud dainty  left 
•'  voyde  of  man  and 
"  beast."  (•'  View  of 
the  State  of  Ireland," 
by  Edmund  Spenser, 
])age  Kio. ) 

llollinshed,  whose 
piililest  nickname  for 
the  Irish  was  '•  vile 
rebels,  "  thus  de- 
scribes the  march  of 
the  Kuglish  soldiery 
through  another  dis- 
trict: ••As  they  went 
"  they  drove  the  H.'/io/e 
••  country  before  them. 
'•into  the  ventrie,  and 
•'  then  by  that  means 
"they  preyed  and 
"  took  all  the  cattle 
'"in  the  country  to 
'•the  number  of 
"W,0(iO  khie.  besides 
'•horses,  garrous, 
••  sheep  and  goats ; 
'•  and  all  such  people 
•'  as  they  met,  they 
"did  -without  mercy 
"put  to  the  sword: 
"  tiy  these  means  the 
"whole  country  hav- 
"  ing  no  cattle  or 
"kine,  Ih.ey  icere 
"driven  to  such  ex- 
"  tremities,  that  for 
"want  of  victuals 
"they  were  either  to 
"  die  and  jjerisli,  for 
"famine  or  lo  die 
•'  under  the  sword. 
' '  The  soldierslikewise 
"in  the  camp  were 
■'  so  hot  upon  the 
"spur,  and  so  eager 
ii<e  Kn,ji,.<ii. )  "  U2)on  the  vile  rebels, 
■'  that  that  day  they 

•■.s|iared  XErniEK  max,  woman  noh   child,    but   all  was 

••roMMiTTKLi  TO  THE  SWORD,"    ( 1  lollinslied.  Clironicles,  vol. 

vi,  pp.  i'il.  430,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.) 
Cox,  another  historical  enemy  of  tlie  native  Irish,  .says 

that  the  English  army  "marched  into  Desmond  (Cork  and 
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Kerry)  withuiit  opposidon,  hurning  and  spoiling  all  as 
the;/  9rent — the;/  burned  the  comd^-ij  till  the  23d  of 
J  lit;/."  ("Hiberniii  Aiiglicana."  by  Kiohard  Cox,  pub- 
lislu'il  in  Londoii.  I(is9,  pp.  201.  311,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.) 

Morysoii,  the  Eiij,'lisli  historian,  says:  "  Thuimands  per- 
ish.ed  by  famine,  and  every  ruail  (tiiil  district  was  encum- 
bered by  their  uii.lmried  carcasses."  See,  also,  Curry's 
'"Civil  Wars";  see  Lolaud's  "History  of  Ireland,"  in  par- 
ticular. 

The  time  referred  to  in  the  above  extracts  is  that  of  tlie 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries. 

Some  forty  jiages 
back  we  commenced 
this  discussion  by 
attributing  tlie  pov- 
erty of  Ireland  to 
internal  or  external 
causes  or  some  com- 
bination o[  both. 
As  nobody  can  fiml 
a  flaw  in  that  foun- 
dation of  our  argu- 
ment, we  can't  be 
accused  of  luiildiug 
oil  a  defective  base- 
ment at  all  events. 
The  reader  is  now 
invited  to  pass  his 
own  verdict  on  tlic 
s  u  perst  r  u  c  t  ure. 
This  we  do  most 
cordially  and  willi 
.ill  confidence,  lic- 
canse  c  on  v  i  nc  c  d 
tliat  lie  can't  cliarge 
us  with  shirking  a 
single  issue,  ami 
seven  out  of  tlic 
eight  issiK-s,  em- 
bracing the  whole 
question,  bear  down 
heavily  on  the  Irish 

or  internal,  possible  causes.  Now,  if  it  has  been  shown 
tliat  not  one  of  these  seven,  nor  all  of  them  jmt  togetlier,  can 
be  set  down  as  res[ionsible  directly  or  indirectly  for  tlic 
shocking  tragedy  and  scandal  of  niiltiuns  if  iiieii'  starved 
lo  death  where  their  giiml  Creator  placed  them  in  a  land  of 
plenty,  thai  ple^tty,  under  God,  their  own  production,  in 
the  j/tare  of  their  birth,  Viy  the  sweat  of  their  broir,  what 
follows  lull  that  tli(^  only  nl  her  cause,  the  external  cause, 


(KHUIEOUS    ILLUMINATION,    HOOK   OF    KKI.LS,   CO.   MEATII.       irM)  i/ears  he/nrc  Ihe  Eniill.^l,.} 
"A'o  cfipi/  can  ilitju:iti':i;  lo  the  fxamlivr; imrfecUon  of  Ut<-  oyiijinal." — Stokes. 


the  foreign  government  cause,  is  the  .agent  of  the  Devil  in 
the  slangliter,  and  in  the  transformation  of  a  most  beauti- 
ful and  bounteous  territorial  gift  of  God  into  a  hell  on 
earth!  Given  all  the  alleged  sources,  eight  in  numlier,  of  a 
certain  effect,  seven  are  found  to  have  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  it,  then  the  eighth  has  every  thing  to  do 
with  it.      But  this  is  not  all,  for  every  one   of  the   seven 

negatives  is  seen  to 
point  most  natur- 
ally in  the  very 
opposite  direction 
to  that  effect,  the 
direction  of  full  and 
plenty,  leaving  that 
wretched  effect  to 
.another,  its  true 
cause,  wliich  is  not 
only  thus  identified 
but  actually  af- 
firmed in  the  posi- 
tive and  direct 
corollary  so  natur- 
ally flowing  from 
each  and  all.  Here 
then  is  a  two  fold 
argument  and  two- 
fr.ld  prorjf  through- 
out and  here  we 
might  close  this  dis- 
cnssion,  as  not  re- 
quiring one  word 
m  ore.  h  a  v  i  n  g 
lirought  home  to  the 
door  of  the  nasty, 
revolting,  Rcttle-of- 
fish  Government  the 
whole  resi)onsibility 
for  the  past  and 
pres<'nt  sufferings  of  the  Irish  people  in  their  native  land. 

THE    I'liool'    TIIRECT    AND    POSITIVE. 

We  have  seen,  by  sample  at  least  proportioned  to  our 
limits,  how  Knglish  jealousy  had  put  Irish  manufacturing 
and  connnercial  competition  out  of  her  way,  depriving 
thousands  of  their  accustomed  and  profitable  em|iloynients, 
thus  forcing  them  to   look    to    agriculture   for    a   living. 
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Ilaviiijr  got  sevcn-eijrhths  of  the  Irish  people  there,  here  is 
how  she  trejiteil  tliem— passing  a  whole  code  of  I'eiial 
Laws,  of  wliicli  the  following  are  but  a  few,  though  per- 
haps the  most  severe:  The  7tli  of  William  III.,  cliaptcr 
:«:  the  lllh  of  Anne,  e.  2:  Ihe  0th  of  Anne.  c.  S;  the4tli 
of  (ieorge  I.,  c.  5;  llie  Stii  nf  (ieorge  I.,  e.  2:  tlic  oih  of 
George  II.,  e.  4;  the  Vn\\  of  (ieorge  II.,  c.  1.")  :  Ihc  a.Tili  of 
George    II.,    e.    i:l; 

the  |.">lh  ami  Kith  (-=>«— ^.»-5'«=-M.-'"-_ttiji_»r^'flsB.4uvti»k.t^f-' 
of  Gcoige  III.,  c. 
37:  the  10th  and 
201  h  of  George  HI., 
c.  :!U:  thi'  2i;ih  <if 
George  III.,  e.  24, 
sec.  (i4 :  the  ."itiih 
of  Georges  111.,  e. 
«S:  Mip  .isili  of 
(ieorge  111.,  e.  :!0  ; 
the  1st  of  George 
IV.,  c.  87;  [W  7lh 
of  George  I\'..  e. 
20;  the  1st  and  2d 
of  William  IV.,  e. 
3:?:  the  01  h  ami  71  h 
of  William  IW.  c. 
70-all  direel  ly 
aimed  at  I  lie  in- 
dustry and  lilieily 
of  the  tenant.  Ihc 
many  siiriugs  from 
wliiidi  liavr  llowcd 
all  thea.grarian  mis- 
eries of  Ihe  eonniry 
— the  legal  robber- 
ies of  Ihe  landlord 
and  his  satraps,  Ihe 
m  a  n  y  noetnrnal 
combinations  of  the 
people,  the  whole- 
sale exterminations  eovering  the  faeiy  of  Ihc  laml  with  '  lord,  upon  any  whim  aftei' a  niglifs  debaueh,  can  eject  his 
mendicancy,  tiie  maddened  revenge,  which  in  turn  ejected  1  tenant-at-will  in  the  face  of  ;U1  improvements  by  the  latter, 
the  ejector,  scattering  his  blood  to  manure  the  sod  as  him-  and  the  existence  of  a  just  God.  Be  those  improvements 
self  ha<l  manured  it  with  the  sweat  of  nnreciuiled  luows.  fencing  or  draijiing  or  manuring  or  weeding  or  planting  or 
To  descrilie  the  rcs[icctivc  puiids  and  gravities  .of  these  I  quarrying  or  building — let  Ihe  laml  li.-ive  been  I'vcn  so  pcK.r 
parliamentary  missiles  would  thruw  us  into  a  dissei'talion  far  or  ncglecleil  whi-n  he  came  into  |iosscssinn  by  descent  or 
beyond  our  limits.     Let  it  suOicc  to  state  this  one  feature  ,  purchase,    and    be   ever   so    rich    now — let    the   marsh   be 


TlIK     CUMUACII      (case     Oli     SIIKINE),     OP     ST.      .MOLAI.SE's     liOSl'ELS. 
(  Amitlitir  miyacle  ttf  anr.irnt  Irish  art  in  bronze  and  silrr.r,  hf/orf  tie  En(jhsli.) 


of  the  existing  law— that,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  all 
law,  ancient  and  modern,  whose  very  corner-stone  is 
the  principle,  that  in  all  matters  of  claim  and  repudia- 
tion between  man  and  man,  appertaining  to  lilierty  or  prop- 
erly, a  third  parly,  the  constituted  legal  tnnpire,  must 
decide— contrary  to  that  fundamental  liasis  of  all  social 
ordci',  an  Irish  laiidldrd  clainn'ng  rent  troin  his  tenant  may 

enter  upon  the 
grouTids  and  prem- 
ises of  the  latt  el- 
and take  away  liis 
property,  wi  thou  t 
applying  for  the 
authorization  of  any 
court  or  umpire  in 
I  lie  universe  1  Kven 
if  his  (dairn  be  false 
in  fact  or  unjust  in 
cijuily,  he  can  do 
the  same  tiling,  in 
which  case  tlie  onus 
iif  connneucing  to 
play  the  costly  game 
of  the  courts  is 
lln'nwu  upon  the 
opiirissed  !  A  n  d 
woe  to  the  tenant 
will)  has  llie  temer- 
ily  iif  dragging  tlie 
landliird  intn  cniirt  ! 
The  local  eiMicep- 
tion  of  such  rashness 
is— going  to  law 
witliacertain  name- 
less ]iersiiiiage  and 
Ihc  court  in  a  cer- 
'ain  nameless  place! 
Another  feature  of 
the  law  is— the  land- 
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drained,  the  bog  reclaimed,  tlie  luilied  roclc  covered,  the 
thin  soil  deeiioued,  the  weedy  soil  cleaned,  the  boundaries 
fenced,  tlie  orchard  planted,  the  house  or  houses  built-in 
the  face  of  all  this  outlay  of  time,  lalior  and  money  the  tenant 
may  be  ejected  witliout  one  penny  of  compensation  !  Nay, 
in  Imndreih  of  ivell-aulhenticaltd  instmices  those  very  iin- 
provenients  hare  been  Ihe  sole  lein/ihtfioit  to  yet  rid  of  him, 
find  lake  ])Os.session  of  all .' .'  And  in  thousands  of  other 
instances,  when  left  in  possession,  they  have  been  the  sole 
cause  of  tliose  crushing  impositions,  in  the 
shajio  of  tines  and  increased  rents,  so 
truthfully  portrayed  liy  Wakefield  in 
another  chapter  of  this  brochure.  Here 
is  a  startling  fact  for  the  reader:  In 
the  single  year  1844  the  Court  of  f'ommon 
Pleas  ejected  T(i  Irisli  farm 
tenants;  tlie  Court  of  Ex- 
chequer expelled  790;  the 
Queen's  Bench,  fHi:^,  ai.d 
the  Quarter  Sessions  Courts 
4,083— in  all,  (>,ol'2  in  one 
year,  whose  families 
11  u  m  be  re  d  24,833 
souls!  In  the  next 
year  Ihe  numb<'r  ul 
ejectments  was  4,800, 
a  ff  e  e  ting  18,070 
human  beiug.i !  The 
number  swi'lled  enormously 
during  1847,  '48  and  '49; 
the  aggregate  for  the  three 
years  having  Ijeen  05,411), 
representing,  at  five  to  each 
177,000  souls  cast  houseless 
iu  three  years ! ! 

OPPBESSIN'O     CONnCIEXCK. 


Here  is  a  flMgnient  of   the  Penal       ll  ranks  milk  Ih'   I'mss  nf    Cung    and  III 

Code  against  ('atholics,   every  in- 
dividual   act    of    which    was    a    direct    violation    of    the 
sidemn  Treaty  of  Limerick  !     They  excluded  Irish  Catliolics 
friun  the  private  as   well   as   |]iiblie   profession  and  practice 


of  rising  to  any  civic  position — all  passed  between  the 
seventh  year  of  William  Ihe  III.  and  the  twenty-ninth  of 
George  the  II.  : 

7th  of  William  III.,  chapter  4. 
7th  of  William  III.,  chapter  F,. 
9th  of  William  III.,  chapter  1. 
9th  of  William  III.,  chapter  :!. 
10th  of  William  III.,  chapter  8. 
10th  of  William  III.,  chapter  b!. 
9d  of  Anne,  chapter  H. 
2d  of  Anne,  cliajiter  f!. 
2d  of  Anne,  chapter  7. 
4th  of  Aune.  chapter  2. 
nth  of  Anne,  chapter  6. 
Sth  of  .\nne,  chapter  3. 

12th  of  George  I.,  chapter  ■). 
if  George  II.,  chapter22. 
of  George  11.,  c ha] iter  5. 
of  George  II.,  chapter  fi» 
1  of  George  II.,  chapter  6. 
19th    of  George    II., 

chapter  7. 
tilth   of    George    IT., 

chapter  11. 
19th   of    George    II., 

chapter  12. 
21st   of    George    II., 
chapter  10. 
of  (reorgeII.,chaptri'  10. 
of  George  II.,  chapter  14. 
1  of  George  II. .  chapter  ~>. 
'weiily-four  penal  enact- 
!    Irish    people  in  sixty 
rst   of    these   eduration 
Catholics  from  one  end 
of  Ireland  to  the  other.    No  Cath- 
olic could  be  a  schoolmaster,  and 
no  Catholic  parent  could  have  acted 
in  that  ca|iacity,  except  by  stealth 
to  his  own  clbildren!     P.y  the  second,  Catholics  Were  for- 
bidden from  licaring  arms,  and  restrictions  were  imiiosed 
on  the  binding  of  Catholic  youth  as  apprentices.     Here  is  a 


against 
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irdaijli    CImJk: 


of  their  religion,  from  education,  from  the  profrssjon  of  i  deliberate  act  of  Parliament  against  industry.  P.y  the 
the  law,  from  intermarriage  with  Protestants,  from  the  I  third.  Catholic  priests  were  expelled  from  their  native  land 
magistracy,  from  municijial  cor|ioralioiis,  and  from  all  hope  ! /orcre)-.     P.y  the  fourth,  intermarriage   between   Catholics 
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ami  I'lvtrsUuits  was  forliiililon.  By  the  fifth,  even  (lie 
liuiiilih'  situation  cif  gamekcoiier  was  iutcniicted  to  an 
liish-t'alhiilic.  Tlie  sixlli  exchuled  (ho  upper  class  ot 
Catholics  from  practice  at  the  Ijar.  In  short,  every  class 
of  IrishnieM  profcssiiij;  the  rclijridii  of  Alfred  the  Great  and 

I  he  ;\Iagna  C'harla  liarons  was  proscribed — all  consigned  to 
iijiiorauccaiid  pov<'rly  in  the  laud  of  their  birth  I  ■■Yet."  in 
'.he  words  of  Wakefield,  -'Ihe  Catholics 
ai-e  reproached  with  jioverty  !  "  As  Bnrke 
lieautifuUy  expresses  it:  '■To  render 
humanity  fit  to  beinsulled.it  was  fit  that 
il   should  be  degraded." 

Nor    was    this    all.      Six 
oilier  penal  enactments  were 
in  force  ]irior  to  any  of  the 
aliiive.     One    of    those    ex- 
acted a  fine  of  one  shilling 
fur    KiH'.ry     omixsiou 
un     the    part     of    a 
Catholir  to    attend  a 
Pro/r.s/iiiit  church  im 

II  Sniiilny  '. — a    full 
third  of  an    Irish  la- 
l)orcr's  weekly  wages, 
at    the     standard    of 
li(/.  per  clay!   And  it  is  often 
less.      Here   were   thirds  as 
well  as  tithes !  Has  the  world 
ever     witnessed     such     ad- 
herence to  principle  on  the  ^*'--- 
part  of  an  entire  nation  ?     For  the  Irish  jiaiil   the 
fines  or  submitted  to  distraint  or  went  to   jail  sooner 
than  act  in  violation  of  that  divine  precept:    "Who 
denies  me  before   men,   him   will  I  deny  before  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven." 


rilK     VEliV     II  Kill  EST 

tf:stim()ny. 

The  following  extracts  from 
a  famous  work  by  Sir  .Jonah    liarriugton,   LIj.L).,    Iv.C. 
•ludge  of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Ireland,  goes  far 
to  support  this  erttire  argument : 

The  Irish  people  have  been  as  little  known,  as  they  have 
been  grossly  defamed  to  the  rest  of  Europe. 

The  lengths  to  which  English  writers  have  proceeded  in 
pursuit  ot  this  object  wcjuld  surpass  all  belief,  were  not  the 
facts  proved  by  history  written  under  the  immediate  eye 


and  sanction  of  Iiish  Governments,  histoi'ies  replete  with 
falsehood,  which,  combined  with  the  still  more  mischievous 
misrepresentations  of  modern  writers,  form  altogethfr  a 
mass  of  the  most  cruel  calumnies  that  ever  weighed  down 
the  character  of  a  meritoricms  people. 

The   people  of    England,  and  also  of   some  continental 
kingdoms,  are  fully  aware  of  the  distracted  state  of  Ireland, 
but  are    at  a  loss  to  account  tor  it ;  it  is  now,  however, 
in    pi-oof,    that    thirty-threo    years    of    Union   liave    been 
ihirty-three   years   of   beggary  and  disturbance,   and  this 
result,  1  may  fairly  say,  I  always   foresaw. 
The  internal  and    natural   ailvantages  of 
Ireland  are  great  and  inexhaustible.     Kich 
mines  are  found  in   almost  every    quarter 
of  the  Island;   gold   is   discovered  in  the 
beds  of   streams,   and    washed    from    the 
sands  of  rivulets — the  mountains  are  gener- 
ally arable  to  their  snmmits--the  valleys 
exceed  in  fertility  the   most 
prolific   soils   of  England — 
the  rivulets, which  floV  along 
the     declivities    adapt    the 
country  most  pectdiarly   to 
the  improvement  of  irriga- 
tion;    and    the     bogs    and 
mosses   of   Ireland,    utterly 
unlike   the  fens   and 
marshes  of  England, 
emit  no  damp  or  nox- 
ious exhalations. 

Ireland,  possessing 
the  strongest  features 
of  a  powerfnl  state, 
though  laboring  under 
ever  y  disadvantage 
;-'  w  h  i  c  h    a   restricted 

commerce  and  a  jeal- 
ous ally  could  inflict 
upon  her  prosperity,  might 
slill  have  regarded  with 
contempt  the  comparatively 
unequal  resources  and  infe- 
rior powers  of  half  the  mon- 
'  archies     of    Eurojje.      Her 

insular  situation — her  great 
fertilitj'— the  character  of 
ler  people — Ihe  .•iniount  of  her  revenues— and  the  ex- 
tent of  her  impulation,  gave  her  a  decided  superiority 
over  other  luitions.  and  rendered  her  crown,  if  ac- 
companied by  her  affections,  not  only  a  brilliant  but  a 
most  substantial  ornament  to  the  British  empire. 

The   jicnal  statutes,  under  the  tyrannical  pressure 

of  which  tlie  Catholics  had  so  long  and  so  grievously 

labored,  though   in  some  instances  softened  down, 

still  bore  heavily  ujion  four-fifths  of  the  Irish   popu- 

THE  TARA  BRoocu  (REVERSE  OB  BACK)  jation— a   Code,    which    would 

have  dishonored  even  the  san- 
11  slums  the  iierfnUnn  <i/  jrisii  Art  bcfnre  liir  Eni/lisii.  guinary  jjen  of  Draco,  had  in- 

flicted every  ])ain  and  penalty, 
every  restriction  and  oppression,  under  which  a  people  could 
linger  out  a  miserable  existence.  By  these  statutes  the  ex- 
ercise of  religion  had  been  held  a  crime,  the  education  of 
children  a  high  misdemeanor— the  son  was  encouraged  to 
betray  his  father— the  child  rewarded  for  the  ruin  of  his 
parent — the  house  of  God  declared  a  public  nuisance — 
the  officiating  paslor  proclaimed  an  outlaw — the  acqnire- 
ment  of  property  absolutely  prohibited — the  exercise  of 
trades  restrained— [dnnder  legalized  in  courts  of  law,  and 
breach  of   trust  rewarded  in  courts    of   equity — the  Irish 
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Catholic  excluded  from  the  possession  of  any  office  or  occu- 
jiation  in  the  State,  the  hiw,  the  army,  the  nary,  thn  mnni- 
(■i(ial  lioilies,  and  the  eli.-irlercd  corporations — and  tlie  mild 
doctrines  o[  tlie  Cliristian  faith  perverted,  even  in  tlie  pnljiit, 
to  tlie  worst  purposes  of  religions  jiersecution. 

The  case  of  England  and  Ireland  is  not  merely  ;i  question 
of  law,  or  even  simply  of  constitution;  it  is  a  question 
actually  embracing  the  law  of  nations,  commercial  treaties 
existed  Ijetween  them  as  independent  countries,  and  Ireland 
enjoyed  for  eighteen  years  all  the  rights  which  the  law  of 
nations  confers  on  independent  States. 

The  difficulties  of  dissolving  tlie  union  are  exaggerated, 
llie  situation  of  both  countries  presented  far  greater  ob- 
stacles for  their  arrangement  in  1783  than  are  at  this 
moment  existing. 

England  at  that  period  had  usurped  a  dominion  over  the 
Irish  legislature:  policy  and  justice  called  on  her  to  re- 
linquish that  dominion;  she  obeyed  the  call,  and  the  repeal 
of  her  own  statute  (sixth  George  I.)  by  inference  admitted 
tlie  usurpation  of  centuries. 

Still  the  power  of  re-enactment  remained;  Ireland  claimed 
a  statutable  renunciation  of  such  a  power,  and  a  guaiantee 
for  the  entire  and  unqualified  Independence  of  the  Irish 
legislature,  and  realm,  for  ever. 

England  saw,  and  admitted,  the  policy  and  justice  of  the 
demand;  she  again  obeyed  the  call,  and  voluntarily  did 
guarantee  for  ever  the  independence  and  integrity  of  Ire- 
land. 

The  experiment  succeeded,  and  both  countries  prospered. 
The  union  was  enacted,  and  both  countries  feel  the  ruin  of  it. 

Englanil,  therefore,  has  only  to  act  n)ion  the  very  same 
principle  of  honor,  policy  and  justice,  as  in  1782,  and  f(illow 
her  former  )irecedcnt,  wliicli  conferred  such  benefits  on 
both — Ireland  has  nothing  to  repeal;  her  Parliament  was  in- 
competent, and  lier  statute  was  a  nullity.  The  English 
Act  of  Union  was  a  statute  de  jure,  and  may  tie  renounced 
as  in  1783. 

When  a  million  shadows  fall  thick  and  deeji  in  open  day, 
do  we  strain  our  eyes  for  further  evidence  in  the  sky  that 
the  sun  is  there  ?  When  the  forest  is  a  wreck,  and  the 
huge  oak,  as  well  as  the  tiny  poplar,  lies  equally  low,  do 
we  generally  conclude  that  all  the  roots  were  rotten  ?  And 
when  those  up-torn  roots,  stout  and  rugged  even  in  ruin, 
point,  like  so  many  fingers,  to  a  certain  point  of  the  com- 
pass, do  we  look  to  any  other  for  the  source  of  the  storm  ? 
Is  the  ruin  of  a  nation  less  self-demonstrative  ?  England 
flourishes,  Ireland  withers :  has  tliat  notorious  fact  less 
significance  than  the  mute  indications  of  inanimate  nature  ? 
Is  it  not  true,  then,  for  John  Stuart  Mill  in  his  ''  Principles 
of  Political  Economy?" — "  HVie/i  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  quit  the  country,  en  masse,  because  its  government 
will  "not  make  it  a  place  fit  for  fhem  to  lire  in,  the  nov- 

ERXMENT     IS    jrilOEI)    AXll    COXllEMXED." 


Pointing-  Our  Moral. 


Ill  public  affairs,  as  in  private  life,  the  responsible  jiarty 
will  try  to  shift  the  blame  or  disgrace  of  a  shameful  failure 
by  throwing  it  on  some  one  else  ;  but  England  is  deliarred 
of  that  make-shift   by   two   tyrannical  usurpations  of  her 


own.  Up  to  the  first  day  of  thejjresent  century  she  had  to 
recognise  a  native  legislature  in  Ireland,  at  least  in 
theory,  doing  all  she  could  to  liamjicr  it  by  her  Viceroys 
and  agents  at  the  Castle  of  Uuliliii,  but  more  especially  by 
two  high-handed  Parliamcnlaiy  agressions,  one  so  far  back 
as  the  reign  of  the  7th  Henry  and  llie  other  in  that  of  the 
1st  George.  The  former  is  known  as  Poyniug's  Law,  lOtli 
of  Henry  VII..  chapters  4  and  33,  requiring  from  the  Irish 
Parliament  the  submission  to  the  English  Privy  Council  of 
the  headings  of  every  proposed  enactment  before  considera- 
tion in  Dublin;  but  the  latter  for  tlie  first  time  since  the 
English  Invasion  in  1172  Ijoldly  asserted  the  right  of  the 
English  Parliament  to  pass  laws  binding  on  Ireland.  This 
was  at  the  beginning  of  tlie  second  quarter  of  the  hist  century. 
So  she  has  all  the  credit  with  her  hirelings  in  Ireland  of  the 
social  and  domestic  chaos  created  there  by  the  curse  of  lier 
touch.  AVliether  the  Irish  Parliament  has  to  share  this 
peculiar  credit  with  her  or  not,  one  thing  stands  out  in  tlie 
boldest  historic  relief,  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  Irisli 
people  had  not  one  representative  in  either  House  of  cither 
Parliament  during  the  whole  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and,  therefore,  their  hands  are  clean  ot  the  foul  bargain 
which  bought  and  sold  a  nation's  birthright  on  the  last 
day  of  that  century. 

CONCLUSION. 

How  far  this  little  elfort  may  be  successful  in  reaching  its 
goal,  the  creation  or  at  least  the  extension  here  of  an  en- 
lightened public  opinion  favorable  to  the  present  movement 
in  the  English  Commons  for  Home  Itule  in  Ireland— in 
better  words,  for  the  restoration  of  her  swindled  right  to 
manage  her  own  aifairs,  a  right  contimionsly  exercised 
(though  often  interrupted)  not  only  before,  but  ever  since 
the  first  landing  of  the  English  as  invaders  in  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury till  the  first  day  of  this  century — how  far  this  effort 
may  succeed  we  cannot  measure  to  the  notch  ;  but  this  wc^ 
are  pretty  sure  of,  that  its  rare  facts  and  telling  illustrations 
will  not  be  lightly  parted  with.  It  has  "come  to  stay" 
and  to  serve,  in  all  probability,  as  great  an  emergency  here- 
after as  this  now  for  which  it  is  written  and  for  which  we 
print  to-day  the  large  edition  of  twenty-four  thousand 
copies. 
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